Baptists  among  prisoners 
released  in  Soviet  Union 


Seventy-five  churches  have  gone 
from  non-registered  to  autonomous 
registration,  Zhidkov  said. 

One  Baptist  pastor  released  from 
prison  told  Bichkov  that  at  one  time 
he  would  have  been  “exco- 
municated”  for  talking  with  All-Uni 
Council  officials;  now  he  can  vi: 
them  without  being  reprimanded. 

The  encouraging  signs  of  prisoner 
releases  and  increasing  contacts 
among  Baptists  comes  as  Christians  that  struck  there  Feb.  2a  Hundreds  of  Baptist  volunteers  from 
in  the  Soviet  Union  prepare  for  the  all  over  the  state  have  participated  in  the  cleanup  efforts  there, 
celebration  in  1988  of  1,000  years  of 
Christianity  in  what  is  now  the  Soviet 

Union.  4BRAPVYAN£2 Jjg 

Baptists  are  included  on,  a  commit-  _  *  HtPhCMd 


Burning  brush 


Most  of  the  work  was  coordinated  through  the  Jones  County 
Baptist  Association  and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Brotherhood 
Department.  (More  photos  on  page  7.)  Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas 
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a  church  the  hard 


from  scratch 


no  members. 

“God  said  go,”  he  recalled. 

The  Warrens  first  located  a  real  estate  office.  He  told  the 
agent,  “I’m  here  to  start  a  church  and  we  need  a  place  to  live, 
starting  tonight.” 

Within  one  hour  they  were  signing  the  lease  on  a  con¬ 
dominium,  with  the  first  month's  rent  free.  The  real  estate  agent 
became  the  first  church  member. 

In  January  1987,  Saddleback  Valley  Community  Church  in 
Mission  Viejo,  Calif.,  celebrated  its  seventh  anniversary. 
Average  Sunday  attendance  is  1,400. 

The  congregation  still  meets  in  a  high  school  auditorium,  but 
hopes  to  have  a  permanent  building  within  two  or  three  years. 

Furthermore,  Warren’s  church  has  sta  rated  one  new  church 
each  year.  And  70  percent  of  Saddleback's  members  were  bap¬ 
tized  in  that  church,  he  said. 

Warren  has  concentrated  on  reaching  the  unsaved.  From  uie 
beginning  “my  heart  was  to  reach  the  non-Christian,”  he  said. 
“I  wanted  to  go  after  the  secular  business  person.” 

So  he  knocked  on  500  doors  to  find  out  why  people  didn’t  go 
to  church.  None  of  the  reasons  were  doctrinal  hangups,  he  said. 
All  were  sociological. 

Respondents  told  him  most  sermons  were  too  boring.  So  War¬ 
ren  looked  at  all  his  sermons  as  a  lost  person  would.  “I  threw 
out  every  message  except  two,”  he  said. 

“What  most  of  our  churches  are  offering  is  not  what  people 
are  looking  for,”  Warren  said.  “We’ve  got  to  learn  to  think  like 
a  lost  person.” 

From  his  survey  findings,  Warren  spent  one  month  writing 
a  philosophy  of  hiinistry.  His  church  averaged  five  adult  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  per  week  in  the  first  year. 

The  original  home  Bible  study  group  of  about  25  people  hand- 
addressed  and  stamped  15,000  letters  inviting  nearby  residents 
to  Saddleback’s  first  service  on  Easter  Sunday. 

They  set  a  goal  of  150  for  the  first  service  and  got  205.  Some 
misunderstood  the  letter  and  showed  up  on  Palm  Sunday  for 
a  “dress  rehearsal”  service.  Five  were  saved  then. 

Most  of  Saddleback’s  non-traditional  practices  came  about 
of  necessity,  Warren  said.  The  auditorium  where  the  church 
first  met  had  an  orchestra  pit  at  the  front  and  no  aisles.  That 


made  a  come-to-the-front  invitation  impossible. 

So  Warren  devised  a  system  whereby  all  members  and 
visitors  sign  cards  which  they  drop  in  the  offering  plates.  Deci¬ 
sions  are  recorded  there  and  immediately  followed-up  by 
counselors. 

Women  tried  to  have  monthly  business  meetings,  but  his 
young,  urban  professional  congregation  wouldn't  come.  Now 
the  church  has  an  annual  report. 

"Structure  is  killing  our  churches."  Warren  said.  Saddleback 
has  no  official  committees,  but  fields  more  than  30  lay 
ministries. 

The  Saddleback  success  didn’t  happen  without  planning. 
Warren  first  found  an  interest  in  church  planting  while  doing 
Baptist  Student  Union  summer  missions.  He  proceeded  to  read 
every  book  in  print  on  church  growth. 

While  in  seminary  Warren  wrote  a  book  on  Bible  study 
methods.  He  presented  the  plan  in  churches  across  the  nation. 
In  each  church,  he  made  notes  of  what  was  working  and  what 
wasn’t. 

In  his  last  year  of  seminary,  Warren  tacked  a  map  of  the 
world  on  his  wall.  He  and  his  wife  began  to  pray  about  where 
to  go.  He  researched  census  statistics  and  wrote  letters.  They 
finally  settled  on  the  Saddleback  Valley,  which  was  then  the 
fastest  growing  area  in  the  nation's  fastest  growing  county,  War¬ 
ren  said. 

Warren  even  planned  his  seminary  studies  to  train  him  for 
church  planting.  “Growing  churches  require  growing  pastors,” 
he  said. 

When  Warren  first  came  to  Southwestern,  he  knew  he  wanted 
to  start  a  church.  “Every  class  I  went  into  I  asked.  How  will 
this  fit  in?’  ”  he  said.  “I  took  classes  I  knew  I  would  never  take 
any  other  time.” 

Now  Warren  shares  his  experiences  in  church  planting  with 
thousands  of  people  around  the  world.  His  techniques  are 
recorded  on  sets  of  cassette  tapes  and  videos. 

Warren  says  his  mission  is  to  relate  the  message  of  Christ 
to  modern  man.  He  quotes  a  verse  from  Acts  13:36,  “For  when 
David  had  served  God’s  purpose  in  his  own  generation,  he  fell 
asleep.” 

“That  is  the  deepest  desire  of  my  heart,”  Warren  said. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  Rick  Warren,  pastor  of  Saddleback  Valley 
Community  Church  in  Mission  Viejo,  Calif.,  tells  students  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  how  he  started  his  church  from  scratch 
(Southwestern  Seminary  photo  by  Bobby  Gilstrap) 

By  Mark  Wingfield 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  Some  would  say  Rick  Warren’s 
ministry  is  out  of  step  with  his  heritage. 

The  fourth-generation  Southern  Baptist  pastor  is  anything 
but  tradition-bound. 

“Cut  me  and  I  bleed  Cooperative  Program,”  he  quips.  Yet 
his  church  schedules  only  an  annual  business  meeting,  and 
sometimes  skips  that  for  a  picnic. 

Warren  is  related  to  Southern  Baptist  missions  pioneer  An¬ 
nie  Armstrong.  And  no  Southern  Baptist  church  can  top  his 
church’s  record  for  starting  new  churches. 

Upon  receiving  the  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  1979  Warpeh  im¬ 
mediately  packed  up  to  start  a  new  church  in  Orange  County, 
Calif. 

He  and  his  wife  and  4-month-old  daughter  drove  Into  Los 
Angeles  during  the  afternoon  rush  one  day  in  January  |,980.  He 
planned  to  start  a  church  but  had  no  money,  no  building,  and 
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HOVJ  MUCH  VO  YOU 
PERSONALLY  OWE  TO  THE 
FOREIGN  MI9»IONS 

offering  ?  " 


Contractural  dispute 


A  contractural  arrangement  with  the  commission  came  about  because  last  14  months  of  his  service  will  be 
Foy  Valentine,  executive  director  of  of  health  problems.  somewhere  $80,000-5100,000  per  year, 

the  Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  The  salary  is  thought  by  some  to  be  Even  so,  the  figures  are  not  ex- 
Commission,  as  he  prepares  to  leave  substantial.  According  to  the  contract,  cessive,  given  the  salaries  of  agency 
his  Nashville  base  and  move  to  Dallas,  his  annual  salary  will  be  $42,000,  and  heads.  The  immediate  problem  is  that 
has  come  to  light  and  is  causing  some  he  will  receive  $18,000  on  an  annual  the  Christian  Life  Commission  now  is 
amount  of  comment.  basis  for  housing.  In  addition  there  going  to  be  paying  two  such  salaries. 

Valentine  will  not  retire  until  July  will  be  $1,000  per  month  for  office  ex-  But  the  question  is,  was  this  move 
31, 1988,  but  he  will  leave  Nashville  on  pense.  That,  of  course,  is  $72,000  per  politically  motivated,  or  was  it  indeed 
April  15  of  this  year.  Also,  his  sue-  year  for  the  14  months  the  contract  brought  on  by  health  prpblems? 
cessor  already  has  been  selected  and  will  be  in  effect ;  and  that  is  not  an  ex-  Whatever  answer  the  reader  decides 
will  move  to  his  new  position  on  April  orbitant  amount  for  the  final  year  and  he  wants  to  supply,  he  needs  to  realize 
1.  two  months  of  his  service,  expecially  that  the  new  executive  director,  Larry 

Thus  Valentine  will  give  up  his  posi-  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  was  the  Baker,  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  in  any 
tion  as  executive  director  on  April  15  head  of  an  agency.  The  moderate  case. 

and  become  executive  officer  for  publication,  SBC  Today,  points  out  in  Valentine  says  it  is  a  health  pro¬ 
development.' He  has  built  a  new  its  last  issue,  that  SBC  agency  heads  blem.  The  chairman  of  the  Christian 
house  in  Dallas  and  will  work  from  regularly  make  in  excess  of  $100,000  Life  Commission’s  elected  body  told 
that  location.  That  is  where  he  will  per  year.  The  $1,000  a  month  office  ex-’  the  Baptist  Record  the  same  thing, 
retire  on  July  31,  1988.  pense,  of  course,  is  not  salary.  We  are  content  to  accept  that.  It 

The  transition  has  become  con-  The  problem  seems  to  stem  from  must  be  remembered  that  Valentine 
troversial.  There  are  some  who  the  rest  of  the  contract.  It  states  that  put  this  process  in  motion  many 
declare  that  Valentine  took  early  Valentine  will  continue  to  participate  months  ago  when  he  announced  that 
retirement  in  order  to  allow  a  new  ex-  in  the  employer’s  group  medical,  he  would  be  stepping  aside  in  April 
ecutive  director  to  be  elected  for  the  disability,  life  insurance,  and  retire-  and  got  the  search  procedures  going, 
commission  before  the  balance  of  ment  plan  “sfs  well  as  other  fringe  Nothing  was  said  until  the  contract 
power  shifts  to  right-wing  conser-  benefits  as  he  has  been  receiving  continuing  His  employment  became 
vatives  with  this  year’s  Southern  Bap-  prior  to  June  1, 1987.”  known.  So  the  concern  has  to  be  the 

tist  Convention  in  June  in  St.  Louis.  What  the  fringe  benefits  are  worth  money;  and  for  the  last  months  of  an 
Valentine  disputes  this  by  noting  that  is  not  detailed.  SBC  agency  head,  evidently,  the 

his  retirement  as  executive  head  of  Nevertheless,  his  income  for  the  money  is  not  all  that  much. 


endowments 


Guest  opinion 

Home  missions:  it’s  farther 

than  you  think 


im?.nt 


only  have  one  missionary  per  70,400  among  me  enuue*  m  ue 

people!  ( Missions  USA.  March-April,  *"***  Mississippi  College  will  ge 
1987  pp  42 )  51  percent,  William  Carey  College  will 

In  Los  Angeles  County,  there  is  an  t*™1' Blue  Mountain  College 

estimated  population  of  10-12  million  *et  ^  Percent,  and  the  Children  s 
people.  There  are  more  cars  in  the  Vl,,a*e  Wl11  8et  10  t*rcent 
county  of  L  A.  than  there  are  in  any  Option  B  is  a  designation  category 
other  state  in  the  U.S.  If  Los  Angeles  Under  this  option,  donors  may 
would  be  forced  to  make  to  live  and  County  were  a  state,  it  would  be  the  designate  their  gifts  to  any  of  the  four 
work  in  Los  Angeles.  fourth  largest  state  in  population  in  entities  participating  in  the  campaign 

California  houses  25  million  people  the  U.S.  There  are  more  lost  people  that  they  wish  to  see  their  money 
and  only  11  percent  of  those  people  in  Los  Angeles  County  than  there  are  given  to. 

claim  any  religious  affiliation.  If  it  in  many  of  the  countries  where  we  Option  C  donors  will  realize  that 
were  a  nation,  California  would  have  have  foreign  missionaries  in  service,  there  will  be  some  need  for  equaliza- 
the  seventh  largest  Gross  National  Our  association,  one  of  five  in  the  tion,  and  their  gifts  will  be  used  by  the 
gram.  After  a  summer  of  encourage-  Product  of  any  nation  in  the  world.  L.A.  metropolitan  area,  is  the  Cres-  committee  to  do  that.  Option  C  gifts 

One  out  of  every  seven  college  cent  Bay-West  L.A.  Association.  Our  will  be  used  by  the  committee  to  seek 

association  has  2.5  million  people  in  to  assure  each  institution’s  being  the 
it  with  only  13  Anglo/White  English-  recipient  of  the  appromate  percen- 
speaking  Southern  Baptist  congrega-  tage  of  the  total  funds  as  set  forth  in 
tions.  Only  one  of  these  congregations  Option  A. 

averages  a  total  of  over  200  in  Sunday  The  endowment  campaign  will 
School  attendance.  It  is  quite  a  con-  make  a  significant  difference  in  Chris- 
trast  to  see  41  small  churches  trying  tian  education  and  child  care  in 
to  serve  an  area  of  2.5  million  people  Mississippi.  Endowments  are  much 
when  my  home  state,  Mississippi,  has  too  low  at  all  of  the  institutions, 
approximately  2,000  churches  serving  Mississippi  Baptists,  and  many,  many 
an  area  of  2.5  million  people!  Of  the  others,  could  help  those  causes  by  be- 
other  28  churches,  the  majority  serve  ing  generous  in  helping  to  provide  the 
predominately  Black  communities,  funds  for  more  meaningful 
(Continued  on  page  6)  endowments. 


By  Gail  Pucik 

Where  does  our  Bible  make  a  Mission  Board  the  opportunity  of  a  of  college.  I  had  served  as  a  summer 
distinction  between  those  who  one-on-one  personal  interview  with  missionary  sponsored  by  the  Home 
minister  to  the  soul  of  olie  unsaved  in-  applicants.  In  the  spring  1983,  we  Mission  Board  to  Kansas.  Even 
dividual  and  those  who  minister  to  the  were  notified  that  we  had  been  chosen  though  we .  had  strong  academic 
soul  of  another  unsaved  individual?  to  serve  as  US-2ers  in  Beverly  Hills,  backgrounds  and  practical  ex- 
Yet  we,  as  Southern  Baptists,  have  Calif.  Our  term  of  service  began  in  the  periences  in  missions,  we  were  un¬ 
made  that  distinction  for  years  by  the  fall  o(  the  same  year.  prepared  for  the  adjustments  we 

lack  of  support  and  interest  shown  to  After  graduating  from  Blue  Moun- 
our  home  missionaries  as  compared  tain  College,  we  served  at  Southside 
to  the  encouragement  and  support  we  Baptist  Church  in  Greenville,  Miss., 
give  to  our  foreign  missionaries.  I  as  ministers  of  youth  and  children, 
once  was  guilty  of  making  the  same  The  church  family  at  Southside  was 
distinction  —  until  I  became  a  very  loving  and  supportive  of  our 
“home”  missionary.  desires  to  serve  God  in  the  US-2  Pro- 

While  seniors  at  Blue  Mountain  Col 

lege,  my  husband  and  I  prayerfully  ment  and  tender  care,  we  flew  to 
submitted  applications  to  the  US-2  Atlanta  for  several  days  of  orientation  students  attending  college  in  the 
Program  of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  before  we  embarked  on  our  journey  United  States  attends  college  in 
The  program  provides  for  an  in-  west.  California.  Yet  we  have  only  1,300 

dividual  or  a  married  couple  (college  As  graduates  of  Blue  Mountain  Col-  Southern  Baptist  churches  and  mis- 
or  seminary  graduates  up  to  age  27)  lege,  we  had  a  superior  training  in  sions  to  serve  this  population  of  25 
to  serve  a  two-year  term  of  mission  biblical  studies.  Baptist  organization,  million  people.  In  the  Southern  Bap- 
service  somewhere  in  the  United  mission  theology,  and  in  practical  ap-  tist  Convention,  we  have  one  church 
States.  Applications  are  screened,  plications  for  use  on  the  church  and  per  6,200  people.  In  California,  we 
recommendations  are  reviewed,  and  mission  fields.  My  husband,  Don,  and  have  one  church  per  19,000  people; 
the  eligible  applicants  are  invited  to  I  had  experience  in  missions  and  in  our  Crescent  Biy-West  L.A. 
spend  a  weekend  with  Home  Mission  firsthand.  Don  had  been  a  member  of  Association,  we  have  only  one  church 
Board  personnel  for  the  purpose  of  ac-  a  mission  team  that  had  served  with  per  61,000  people.  More  Home  Mission 
quainting  applicants  with  the  specific  Canadian  missionary  Jim  Bullis  dur-  Board  personnel  are  assigned  to  our 
areas  of  service  and  giving  the  Home  ing  a  spring  break  of  his  junior  year  state  than  to  any  other  state,  yet  we 
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Frank  exchange  marks 
FMB,  Genesis  meet 

By  Bob  Stanley 


RICHMOND,  Va.  tBP)  -  Leaders 
of  the  Genesis -Commission  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  met  March  10  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  for  what  was  described  as  a 
“frank  exchange”  of  concerns  and 
ideas. 

In  a  joint  statement  issued  March 
13,  both  the  commission  and  the  board 
indicated  each  ,will  proceed  as 
previously  planned  with  its  work  in 
Mexico,  where  the  commission  will 
begin  its  evangelistic  thrust. 

Two  Southern  Baptist  pastors  and 
a  layman  organized  the  Genesis  Com¬ 
mission  late  last  year  with  a  dual  mis¬ 
sion  of  soul-wmning  and  starting  chur¬ 
ches.  They  announced  they  will  begin 
work  in  Mexico  but  also  might  spread 
to  other  countries. 

The  group  has  drawn  criticism 
from  some  Southern  Baptists  —  in¬ 
cluding  Foreign  Mission  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  R.  Keith  Parks  —  who  believe  the 
commission  will  compete  with  the 
board  and  perhaps  cause  confusion 
among  Baptists  in  Mexico  and  other 
countries  where  the  denomination 
already  has  evangelistic  work  under 
way  through  the  mission  board. 

At  Parks’  invitation,  two  leaders  of 


the  new  commission  came  to  Rich¬ 
mond  for  lunch  and  a  two-hour 
meeting^with  Parks  and  three  other 
representatives  of  the  board. 

The  joint  statement  concluded: 
“There  was  a  frank  exchange  of  both 
concerns  and  ideas  which  should  be 
mutually  beneficial.  The  commission 
plans  to  move  ahead  immediately  in 
enlisting  national  workers  to  help 
start  churches  in  Mexico.  The  Foreign 
Mission  Board  will  continue  in  a  one- 
work  approach  with  the  National  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  of  Mexico.” 

The  statement  said  the  board 
representatives  “shared  information 
about  the  board’s  central  emphasis  on 
evangelism  that  results  in  churches 
and  told  how  missionaries  work 
cooperatively  with  national  Baptist 
leadership  as  soon  as  such  leadership 
develops.” 

Genesis  Commission  leaders  Bill 
Darnell  and  John  Morgan,  in  turn, 
outlined  the  commission’s  “dual  pur¬ 
pose  of  soul-winning  and  church  plan¬ 
ting  and  told  how  it  expects  to  use  na¬ 
tional  Baptist  workers  in  Mexico  and 
other  countries  where  the  commission 
might  later  work.”  They  told  Parks 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


S ’eastern  elects  first 
woman  theology  prof 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  -  By  a 
one-vote  margin,  in  a  closed  door  ses¬ 
sion,  trustees  of  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  elected  their 
first  woman  theology  professor. 

Elizabeth  B.  Barnes  of  Cary,  N.C., 
who  has  been  teaching  on  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  appointment  for  three 
years,  was  elected  assistant  professor 
of  systematic  theology  14-13  during  the 
March  9-10  trustee  meeting. 

The  vote  was  announced  by  Chair¬ 
man  Jesse  Chapman,  a  retired 
surgeon  from  Asheville,  N.C.,  follow¬ 
ing  the  hour-and-forty-five  minute  ex¬ 
ecutive  session. 

He  did  not  reveal  the  content  of  the 
discussion,  but  other  trustees  told 
reporters  the  discussion  was  “respect¬ 
ful  and  dignified.” 

Prior  to  the  executive  session,  some 
fundamental-conservative  trustees 
said  they  opposed  Barnes  because  she 
is  a  woman  and  not  an  inerrantist.  W. 
Dade  Sherman,  a  pastor  from 
Monroe,  N.C.,  told  reporters:  “She  is 


not  an  inerrantist.  And  I  do  object  to 
a  woman  teaching  theology.  I  don’t 
think  it  is  biblical.” 

Other  trustees  told  reporters 
Barnes’  gender  did  not  come  up  in  the 
closed  meeting. 

Barnes,  the  mother  of  three  grown 
children,  is  a  1960  graduate  of 
Meredith  College.  She  earned  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  1981  and  a 
doctor  of  philosophy  degree  from 
Duke  University  in  1984.  She  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  Lalon  L.  Barnes,  pastor  of 
Faith  Baptist  Church  in  Apex,  N.C. 

In  contrast  to  Barnes’  election,  Roy 
E.  DeBrand  was  elected  professor  of 
preaching  and  worship  25-2.  DeBrand 
is  considered  a  conservative  scholar. 

DeBrand,  who  has  been  professor  of 
homeletics  at  North  American  Bap¬ 
tist  Seminary  in  Souix  Falls,  S.D., 
since  1983,  is  a  graduate  of 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
(Continued  on  page  12) 


Couple  with  Mississippi  ties 
appointed  missionaries  by  HMB 


Billy  Joe  “B.J.”  and  JoAnn  Hall¬ 
mark  have  been  appointed  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Montana  by  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  SBC. 

Hallmark,  a  native  of  Belmont, 
Miss.,  will  serve  as  pastor  of  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  Glasgow,  Montana. 

He  attended  Northeast  Mississippi 
Junior  College  in  Booneville  and  was 
graduated  from  Mississippi  State 
University  in  Starkville.  Hallmark 


also  attended  Auburn  University  in 
Auburn,  Ala.,  and  received  a  master 
of  religious  education  degree  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  twice  served  as  minister  of 
education  at  Calvary  Church  in 
Pascagoula  and  served  in  similar 
capacities  at  West  Jackson  Street 
Church,  Tupelo,  and  Pinelake 
Church,  Brandon. 

The  Hallmarks  have  two  children. 
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Annual  meeting 


State  WMU  hears  of  need 
for  “unconditional  love” 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


“Could  Mississippi  Baptists  pray  a 
dentist  into  The  Gambia?”  was  only 
one  of  the  challenges  thrown  at 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  during  ifs  annual  meeting  last 
week  at  First  Church,  Gulfport. 

That  challenge  was  from  John 
Mills,  area  director  for  West  Africa  for 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Other 
challenges  and  answers  to  prayer 
were  offered  by  home  and  foreign 
missionaries  on  the  program.  Mills 
told  of  seeing  God’s  hand  on  the 
denomination  and  on  his  life.  He  said 
that  when  he  told  his  girlfriend  about 
his  possible  call  to  foreign  missions, 
she  only  said  she’d  pray  for  him.  He 
returned  to  her  feeling  he’d  lose  her 
as  he  said  it  was  a  definite  call.  She 
then  told  him  that  "the  Lord  spoke  to 
me  last  summer,  and  I’ve  not  told  a 
soul  till  now.”  She’d  been  called,  too, 
and  the  couple  have  spent  a  lifetime 
in  missions. 

Judy  Edwards,  a  language  mis¬ 
sionary  in  New.  Mexico,  told  about 
Carmelita,  whom  she  was  teaching  to 
play  piano.  Carmelita’s  mother  had 
seen  a  “casket  ambulance”  that  day 
and  was  upset.  “It’s  not  someone  we 
know,”  said  the  Indian  girl,  “but 
mother  is  going  to  have  a  baby  and 
now  something  will  be  wrong  with  the 
baby.”  The  mother  went  to  the 
medicine  man  and  “everything  was 
all  right .  t .  but  you  can’t  tell  them 
otherwise,”  said  Edwards  who  has 


served  in  Mexico  with  her  husband  18 
years. 

Edwards  also  told  of  steps  away 
from  superstition,  too.  Tom  is  a  Bap¬ 
tist  preacher  whose  father  is  an  active 
medicine  man.  Tom  visited  his 
parents  who  had  rebuffed  his  witness. 
Now  they  lay  on  the  floor  sick  with  the 
flu.  “Would  you  pray  for  us°"  asked 
his  father.  Within  30  minutes,  said  Ed¬ 
wards,  both  were  up.  feeling  better, 
mother  cooking  supper.  “Tom’s  father 
said  he’d  like  to  know  more”  about 
Jesus,  said  Edwards. 

Showing  local  work.  Gulf  Coast 
director  of  mission  Bobby  Perry- 
showed  the  variety  of  missions  work 
in  the  area  with  short  presentations 
from  seamen’s  work.  ^Spanish,  and 
other  ethnic  work,  and  new  missions. 

New  Orleans  music  missionary 
Gwen  Williams  challenged  the  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  annual  meeting  to 
“take  off  your  Yves  St.  Laurent  and 
your  Pierre  Cardin  and  put  on  your  K- 
Mart  special  and  go  out  there." 

She  asked.  “What  are  we  protecting 
ourselves  from  but  the  same  people 
God  sent  us  to.  As  beautiful  as  this 
building  is,  this  isn’t  the  church  we 
are.  We  came  in  here  to  get  our  bat¬ 
teries  charged,  to  get  strength  and  to 
go  back  out  there  where  the  bad  peo¬ 
ple  are."  She  added.  "Enough  of  God 
could  rub  off  on  their  lives  and  they 
could  change." 

Betty  Tennison,  missionary  to 


Lisbon.  Portugal,  told  a  story  out  of 
Portuguese  history  of  a  baker  woman 
who  enticed  billeted  Spanish  troops 
one  by  one  into  her  shop  where  she  hit 
them  over  the  head  with  her  baking 
paddle.  That,  according  to  tradition, 
was  the  beginning  of  the  end  of 
Spanish  rule  there.  “One  woman  in 
Portuguese  history  was  able  to  do 
something,"  said  Tennison. 

She  told  of  a  woman  who  became  a 
Christian  in  a  Bible  study,  but  her  hus¬ 
band  would  not  allow  her  to  attend 
Sunday  services.  He  didn't  care  what 
she  did  on  Tuesdays  while  he  was  at 
work,  so  she  asked  for  a  service  to 
begin  at  her  church  on  Tuesdays.  Bet¬ 
ty  Tennison,  who  helps  out  at  that  ser¬ 
vice.  said  it  began  with  12  women  — 
who  promised  to  invite  their 
neighbors  and  has  been  the  instru¬ 
ment  for  the  church’s  biggest  growth 
in  the  past  year  and  a  half.  “Her  hus¬ 
band  has  now  given  permission  for 
her  to  be  baptized."  said  Tennison 
"Pray  he  will  attend  the  service  to  see 
it  happen.” 

Tennison  reached  back  into  Por¬ 
tuguese  history  to  compare  Baptist 
women  to  a  former  ruler  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  Prince  Henry  the  Navigator 
Henry  encouraged  maritime  explora¬ 
tion  which  made  possible  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  Europe  into  the  Western  world, 
"but  he  never  sailed  himself”  she 
said. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 


Participants  at  the  WMU  annual  meeting  at  First  Church,  Gulfport,  totaled  more  than  1,000,  according  to  Marjean  Patterson, 
state  WMU  director.  (More  photos  on  page  8) 


Ridgecrest,  May  4-7 

Pollard  among  inerrancy  meet  speakers 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptists  identified  with  both 
sides  of  the  political  spectrum  in  their 
denomination  will  share  the  platform 
at  the  Conference  on  Biblical  Inerran¬ 
cy  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference 
Center  May  4-7. 

Twenty-nine  Southern  Baptists  will 
participate  in  the  national  conference 
sponsored  by  the  six  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries,  said  Russell  Dilday,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  in  Fort  Worth, 
Tfexas.  Respondents  include  educators 
from  both  SBC  and  non-SBC  schools 
and  pastors  espousing  a  variety  of 
viewpoints  on  convention  affairs. 

Presidents  of  the  six  seminaries  an¬ 
nounced  the  conference  Oct.  20,  1986, 
in  their  “Glorieta  Statement”  made  to 
the  SBC  Peace  Committee.  Dilday 
said  the  conference  is  an  attempt  to 
resolve  Southern  Baptists’  eight-year- 
old  political  and  theological 
controversy. 

The  conference’s  11  major  ad¬ 
dresses  will  be  given  by  evangelical 
non-Southern  baptists  who  are  con¬ 
sidered  authorities  on  biblical  iner¬ 
rancy,  Dilday  said. 

“Those  to  address  the  plenary  ses¬ 
sions  are  from  the  conservative 
evangelical  world,”  Dilday  said. 
“They  come  from  denominations 
which  have  already  struggled  with 
this  issue  of  biblical  authority.  They 
are  convictional  inerrantists  but 
represent  a  wide  diversity  among 
themselves  within  that  framework.” 

Two  Southern  Baptist  leaders  will 
respond  to  each  of  these  addresses. 

“In  the  respondents  we  chose 
Southern  Baptist  leaders,  looking  both 
to  those  on  the  right  and  the  left  within 
our  Southern  Baptist  constituency," 
Dilday  said.  ‘They  are  for  the  most 


part  thoughtful  pastors  who  have  wor¬ 
thwhile  contributions  to  make  to  our 
general  theme.” 

Richard  Land  and  James  Carter 
will  respond  to  “Biblical  Inerrancy  in 
Historical  Perspective.”  Land  is  on 
leave  from  Criswell  Center  for 
Biblical  Studies  in  Dallas  to  serve  as 
special  counsel  on  church  and  state 
relations  for  Texas  Gov.  Bill  Clements. 
Carter  is  pastor  of  University  Baptist 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

William  Hull  and  Paige  Patterson 
will  respond  to  “What  is  Biblical  In¬ 
errancy?”  Hull  is  provost  at  Samford 
University  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  Pat¬ 
terson  is  president  of  the  Criswell 
Center  for  Biblical  Studies. 

Adrian  Rogers  and  John  Lewis  will 
respond  to  “Parameters  of  Biblical  In¬ 
errancy.”  Rogers  is  pastor  of  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
and  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
president.  Lewis  is  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh.  N.C. 

James  Flamming  and  Ed  Young 
will  respond  to  "Inerrancy  and  the 
Divinity  and  the  Humanity  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble.”  Flamming  is  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Richmond,  Va.  Young 
is  pastor  of  Second  Baptist  Church  in 
Houston. 

Peter  Rhea  Jones  and  Rick  Melick 
will  respond  to  “Problem  Areas 
Related  to  Biblical  Inerrancy.”  Jones 
is  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Decatur,  Ga.  Melick  is  a  professor  at 
Mid-America  Baptist  Seminary  in 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

i-  A»ene  Williams  and  Frank  Pollard 
will  respond  to  “Implications  of 
Biblical  Inerrancy  for  the  Christian 
Mission.”  Williams  is  president  of 
Luther  Rice  Seminary  in  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Fla.  Pollard  is  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  and 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

former  president  of  Golden  Gate  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  in  Mill 
Valley,  Calif. 

Also,  SBC  seminary  professors  will 
lead  15  small-group  discussions  on 
topics  related  to  biblical  inerrancy. 
Professors  scheduled  to  participate 
are  Robert  Cate  and  Kenneth  Eakin, 
Golden  Gate;  Fisher  Humphreys, 
Terry  Young  and  Joe  Cothen,  New 
Orleans;  Hugh  Wamble  and  Vernon 
Davis,  Midwestern;  Alan  Neeley  and 
Morris  Ashcraft,  Southeastern;  David 
Mueller,  Wayne  Ward,  William  Hen¬ 
dricks  and  Lewis  Drummond, 
Southern;  Leo  Garrett,  Earle  Ellis, 
Russ  Bush  and  Bruce  Corley, 
Southwestern. 

Speakers  for  the  plenary  sessions 
are  J.I.  Packer,  professor  of  historical 
and  systematic  theology  at  Regent 
College,  Vancouver,  Canada ;  Kenneth 
Kantzer,  dean  of  the  Christianity  To¬ 
day  Institute,  Wheaton,  Ill. ;  Clark  Pin- 
nock,  professor  at  McMaster  Univer¬ 
sity,  Hamilton,  Ontario;  Millard 
Erickson,  dean  at  Bethel  Theological 
Seminary,  St.  Paul,  Minn. ;  Mark  Noll, 
history  professor  at  Wheaton  College, 
Wheaton,  Ill.;  and  Robert  Preus, 
president  of  Concordia  Seminary, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  Dilday  said  ad¬ 
dresses  given  at  the  conference  will 
be  published  in  two  books.  One  book 
will  contain  addresses  and  responses 
from  the  plenary  sessions.  Lectures 
given  by  seminary  professors  during 
the  small-group  sessions  will  make  up 
the  second  volume. 

“Before  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  there  will  be  released  a  sum¬ 
mary  pamphlet  wrapping  up  the  con¬ 
ference  and  encouraging  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  two  books,”  Dilday  said. 

As  of  March  4,  Ridgecrest  had 
received  nearly  600  reservations  for 


Retiree  last  to  leave  Lebanon 


LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)  —  When 
Beirut  Baptist  School  opened  its  doors 
more  than  30  years  ago,  Mabel  Sum¬ 
mers  was  there. 

And  when  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  ordered  Americans  out  of 
Lebanon,  she  was  the  last  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  to  leave  the  West 
Beirut  school. 

j  “I've  left  behind  many  friends,”  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  become  “family,”  said 
Summers,  72,  who  retired  in  1985  but 
remained  in  Lebanon. 

She  said  she  hasn't  gotten  too  emo¬ 
tionally  upset  over  leaving  Lebanon 
but  probably  will  feel  the  impact  more 
as  she  has  time  to  reflect.  Getting 
away,  telling  people  goodbye  and  win¬ 
ding  up  things  occupied  all  her  time 
until  she  boarded  a  boat  to  Cyprus 
March  5. 

“I  don’t  know  where  I’m  going  from 
here,”  she  added.  Except,  “Pm  going 
to  write  and  pray  and  do  all  I  can,  and 
get  people  in  the  States  to  pray.” 

A  lot  of  people  do  not  understand  the 
situation,  she  said,  explaining  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  Lebanese  people  don’t  want 
"civil  war.  “It’s  only  a  few.  But  the  rest 
can’t  stop  it.  It’s  gotten  beyond  them,” 
she  laments. 

Since  retiring,  Summers  has  been 
f  assisting  in  the  school  office  and  play- 
king  piano  for  chapel  services.  She  also 


has  been  organizing  services  and 
playing  the  piano  at  the  English- 
language  University  Baptist  Church 
in  West  Beirut  for  nearly  two  years. 
About  50  worshippers  from  13  coun¬ 
tries  were  attending. 

“I  had  planned  to  stay  another 
school  year,  and  that  would  make  40 
years”  in  Lebanon,  she  said. 

She  had  hoped  the  U.S.  government 
would  make  an  exception  so  she  could 
stay  to  help  in  the  absence  of  three 
other  missionaries  who  were  leaving 
the  school.  But  none  was  granted. 

Friends  in  the  United  States 
spectated  her  love  for  Lebanon  might 
prompt  her  to  refuse  to  obey  the  order. 


And  several  students  at  the  school  of¬ 
fered  to  cover  whatever  fines  might  be 
levied  against  her.  But  Summers  said, 
“As  a  Christian  citizen  I  didn’t  want 
to  break  the  law.” 

Her  experiences  in  the  midst  of 
Lebanon’s  12-year  civil  war  have 
taught  her  to  trust  God  more,  she  said, 
“I  go  back  to  Isaiah:  ‘ ...  in  quietness 

and  confidence  shall  be  your 
strength.’ 

“I  feel,  as  was  written  on  a  birthday 
card  of  mine  one  time,  God  never 
leads  you  where  his  grace  cannot  keep 
you.  All  through  the  war,  even  when 
we’ve  had  rockets  around  us.  I  had 
peace  and  trust  in  my  heart." 


Israel  will  search  cars  of 
clergy  crossing  Jordanian  border 

JERUSALEM,  Israel  (EP)  —  The  government  has  informed  leading 
Christian  clergymen,  who  previously  have  been  able  to  drive  to  and  from 
Jordan  without  interference,  that  their  cars  will  now  be  stopped  at  the 
border  for  “security  checks,"  according  to  the  Jerusalem  Post. 

The  order  created  a  wave  of  indignation  in  church  circles.  One  church 
figure  called  the  order  “intolerable  political  interference  in  the  work¬ 
ing  of  the  churches. '  ’  Another  predicted  that  leading  clergymen  will  not 
allow  their  cars  to  be  searched. 

A  government  official  said  the  security  forces  had  determined  that 
“even  if  a  churchman  was  completely  innocent,”  others  could  use  his 
car  to  transport  “considerable  amounts”  of  materials. 


the  conference.  The  presidents  an¬ 
ticipate  attendance  of  more  than  1,500 
participants. 

‘The  response  I’ve  received  has 
been, very  positive,  in  fact  en¬ 
thusiastic,”  said  Milton  Ferguson, 
president  of  Midwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Kansas  Ci¬ 
ty,  Mo. 

“As  one  pastor  said,  ‘I’ve  been  wan¬ 
ting  someone  to  explain  what  inerran¬ 
cy  really  means  for  a  long  time.  I’m 
so  glad  to  have  a  chance  to  talk  about 
it  and  learn  something  rather  than 
just  argue  and  criticize  each  other.” 

“I  think  he  has  caught  the  spirit  of 


the  conference,”  Ferguson  said. 

“That’s  exactly  what  the  seminary 
presidents  had  in  mind  when  we 
scheduled  it.” 

Conference  rates  per  person  are 
$148. 75/single,  $110. 50/double, 

$101.80/triple  and  $97.45/quadruple. 
Cost  includes  all  lodging,  meals  and 
conference  fees. 

A  deposit  of  $12.75  should  be  sent  to 
Conference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy, 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference 
Center,  Box  128,  Ridgecrest,  N.C. 
28770. 

Wingfield  writes  for  Southwestern 
Seminary. 


ANNUITANT  CONFERENCES 


Mail  Reservations  to: 
RIDGECREST  BAPTIST 
CONFERENCE  CENTER 

Box  128.  Ridgecirst.  North  Carolina 
28770 

Total  cost  $100.75  each,  two  per 
mom  ($17.00  per  person  — 

Applies  to  total  cost) 

May  4-8.  1087 


WINDERMERE  BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLY 

State  Hoad  A. A.  Roach.  Missouri 
65787 


$89.50  each  —  2  per  room 
($10.00  per  person  — 
Applies  to  total  cost) 

October  5-9.  1987 
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Major  Medicare  Supplement 

Form  IMP-9061 

Provides  Comprehensive  Benefits  to  help  pay  the  bills 
Medicare  doesn't  ...  In  and  out  of  the  hospital! 

*  COMPETITIVE  RATES  * 

•100%  features  •  Guaranteed  renewable 

Long  Term  Convalescent  Care  Plan 

Form  GHC— 9041 

Presented  by:  The  Association  of  Retired  Americans 
Underwritten  by:  Pioneer  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Illinois 

We’ll  pay  the  full  daily  benefit  amount  selected  for 
Skilled,  Intermediate,  or  Custodial  Care  in  a  Nur¬ 
sing  Home  for  covered  injuries  or  illnesses. 

Complete  information  provided  without  obligation  — 
Return  to:  Pioneer  Life  —  Regional  Office 
P.  O.  Box  12025,  Jackson,  MS  39236 
Call  601-981-3066  for  free  premium  quotes! 

Name _ _ _ 
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Firing  threats  circulate 
as  Baker  takes  CLC  helm 
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Mississippi  Baptist  activities  1 

Mar.  3-4  GA  Mother/Daughter  Weekend;  Camp  Garaywa;  4  p.m.,  3rd- 
Noon,  4th  (  WMU ) 

State  Handbell  Festival-Central;  Mississippi  College;  6  p.m., 
3rd-2:30  p.m.,  4th  (CM) 

Mar.  4  Key  Leader  Seminar  on  Weekly  Workers  Meeting;  Broadmoor 
BC,  Jackson;  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  (SS) 

Royal  Ambassador  Day;  Central  Hills  Retreat;  9:30  a.m.-3  p.  m 
(BRO) 


By  Marv  Knox 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Larry  by  the  board.  Then  I  added  to  that  h^s  taken  radical  positions  on  ethical 
Baker  may  have  only  a  six-month  committee  a  layman  from  the  East  issues  that  would  offend  significant 
tenure  as  head  of  the  Southern  Bap-  Coast,  a  laywoman  from  the  West  and  areas  of  our  convention.  We  found  so- 
tist  Christian  Life  Commission,  accor-  a  pastor  from  the  Midwest.  Not  a  per-  meone  in  the  mainstream  by  training, 
ding  to  commissioners  on  the  short  son  on  the  list  is  a  liberal.  Every  one  church  experience  and  service 
end  of  a  16-13  vote  to  hire  him  earlier  is  biblical,  conservative  and  had  good  through  the  seminaries.” 
this  year.  experience  of  service  on  the  But  Baker’s  position  on  abortion  is 

That  vote  was  taken  during  a  commission.  built  upon  unacceptable  “situation 

special  called  meeting  of  the  comm  is  “Nine  new  members  have  come  on  ethics,”  said  Rudolph  Yakym,  a  com- 

sion  Jan.  15.  That  meeting  was  mark-  ^  commission  since  the  search  com-  missioner  and  layman  from  South 
ed  by  criticism  of  the  process  by  mittee  was  appointed,”  he  added.  “Up  Bend,  Ind.  Baker  insists  “  abortion  is 
which  Baker  was  nominated  and  his  until  ^  year’  when  we  would  have  never  justified,  but  excused,”  Yakym 
ethical  views,  particularly  on  voted  on  issues,  we  didn’t  have  quoted,  adding;  "If  you  apply  this  to 
abortion  divisiveness.  I  wasn’t  trying  to  appoint  all  areas  of  ethics,  it’s  situation  ethics, 

in  fact,  several  commissioner*  have  BrOUp;  w  811  te"  we  were  S-'S? denf '  but  his 

f  D  .  one  group.  words  belie  his  position.  Any  way  you 

Bfh  m  ght  -be  Wade  said  he  could  understand  the  read  that,  it’s  situation  ethics.” 

HSn^in  September  At°StTive  frustration  of  commissioners  who  Given  the  circumstances,  Baker’s 
®  ^  .  . '  ,  said  they  felt  left  out  of  the  selection  administration  may  be  in  danger 

“J*  “  CrnH^n°ni  nrel^nr  Process'  *»t  he  said  they  “weren’t  when  commissioners  meet  in 
will  change  hands  m  June,  when  even  on  the  when  the  September. 

messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist  committee  was  appointed.  He  also  “From  my  own  personal  point  of 
Convention  annual  meeting  elect  contended  commissioners  were  sent  view,  I  still  find  Dr.  Baker  unaccep- 
trustees  for  all  .  BC  agencies  notice  of  Baker’s  nomination  in  ad-  table,”  Lane  said.  “My  own  personal 

He  was  nominated  for  the  CLC  post  vance  of  the  called  meeting  to  elect  feeling  is  that  he  probably  will  be 
by  a  seven-member  search  commit-  him.  replaced  at  the  September  meeting.” 

tee  appointed  by  and  including  then-  Beyond  his  nomination,  commis-  Baker  “has  accepted  what  is  clear- 
chairman  Charles  Wade,  a  pastor  sioners  opposed  to  Baker’s  election  ly  a  setup  for  a  position  as  a  high-paid 
from  Arlington,  Texas.  Commis-  cite  problems  with  his  position  on  martyr,”  Wood  added.  “He  knew  that 
sioners  who  wish  to  see  the  CLC  take  abortion.  He  has  described  four  situa-  he  was  not  acceptable  to  nearly  half 
a  more  conservative  position  charge  tions  in  which  he  believes  abortion  the  board,  and  clearly  this  did  not 
the  search  committee  was  stacked  to  “may  be  allowed  as  an  exception.”  deter  him.  Having  heard  him  express 
favor  a  more  moderate  candidate.  They  are  threat  to  the  life  of  the  his  views  on  a  number  of  issues,  I  lack 
“It’s  a  very  unfortunate  situation  mother-  rape,  incest  and  “perhaps  in  confidence  in  his  leadership.  That  will 
that  has  occurred  ”  said  Hal  Lane  the  case  where  catastrophic  deformi-  be  hard  to  change.  I  have  no  plans  to 
pastor  from  Eutawville  SC  “I  felt  we  ty  to  the  fetus  is  involved.”  move  for  his  dismissal  in  September, 

had  not  been  included  in  the  search  While  commending  Baker  for  rank-  but  I  anticipate  being  one  of  those  who 
process.  It  seemed  obvious  they  (sup-  abortion  as  one  of  the  certain  would  support  such  a  move, 
porters  of  a  moderate  candidate )  had  mora*  issues  <  that )  have  priority  over  However,  not  all  of  the  trustees  who 

anagendatheywantedtocontinue.no  others  in  terms  of  their  urgency,  voted  against  Bakers  election  will 
matter  what  ”  Wood  said  Baker  holds  “essentially  a  vote  to  ouster  him,  Wade  predicted: 

,  .  pro-choice  position,  and  therefore,  I  “Some  of  those  who  voted  against 

..  I  ass  j01?  ttiat  m\  C?  rf af,U^S  °.n  could  not  endorse  him  as  head  of  the  him  will  vote  to  sustain  him  if  he  gives 
c  board  u  ho  supported  Dr.  Baker  s  Christian  Life  Commission  and  will  strong  leadership  to  the  commission, 
coming  are  reasonablv  intelligent  and  not  ^  abje  to  his  continuing.”  There  are  fair-minded  members  of 

therefore  that  their  ruthiess  exercise  ^  noted  Baker  must  ^  the  the  commission  who  will  give  him  a 
in  hardball  politics  was  deliberately  man”  for  presenting  ethical  chance  to  give  leadership.  I  don’t 

SI!!?03  IVf'  added  dames  issues  for  the  commission.  “His  view  believe  they  will  fire  him  in 

Wood,  pastor  from  Atlanta^  The  always  would  ^  linked  synonymous-  September.” 

trustees  were  promised  several  things  ,  with  the  CLC  itjon  -  the  trustee  However,  “given  the  current  status 
by  the  search  committee,  including  added  „,f  he,g  j  l0  ^  the  ^  of  affairs>  *nvthing  is  poSsible;. 

advanced  information  regarding  any  man  Qn  th(S  no  matter  what  ,he  Yakym  noted.  “I  knew  of  no  plans  to 

eS  <CLC)  literature  says,”  his  position  terminate  him.  One  thing  that  is  real- 

told  there  would  be  a  good-faith  effort  wjjj  ^  seen  as  the  position  of  the  ly  important  for  all  Southern  Baptists 
to  bring  someone  whowould  be  accep-  comrnission  to  be  aware  of  is  that  conservative  or 

,  e  o  most  of  the  board.  These  pro-  Wade  said  Baker  has  taken  “a  moderate  or  liberal,  left  or  right, 
mises  were  not  kept.  strong  stand  against  abortion."  He  we’re  all  concerned  about  the  will  of 

Wade  defended  the  nomination  pro-  described  Baker  as  “someone  out  of  God  being  performed  by  the  Christian 
-ess:  “It  was  comprised  of  the  ex-  the  heart  of  Southern  Baptist  life.  This  Life  Commission  and  in  our  own  lives. 


William  Carey  College  has  reserved  apartments  for  Church  Voca¬ 
tions  majors  and  their  spouses  on  both  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulfport 
campuses. 

•SPECIAL  STUDENT  AID  AVAILABLE 

FOR  CHURCH  VOCATIONS  STUDENTS* 


Carey  or  the  Coast  -  Gulfport  -  24  row  apartmeRts 

Single  or  Married  Students 
Swimming  Pool  and  Gulf  Pier 
Laundry  Available 

WCC  —  Hattiesburg  —  15  reaioileleif  apartments 

^  Single  or  Married  Students 

Centrally  Located 
Laundry  Available 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

‘Call  William  Carey  College* 

(601)  582-6103  —  Hattiesburg  (601)  865-1500  —  Gulfport 

COME  VISIT  ON  PROSPECTIVE  STUDENT  DAYS 

Gulfport  —  Friday  and  Saturday,  April  3-4. crT 
Hattiesburg  —  Friday  and  Saturday,  April  10-11 


YOU  ARE  INVITED  TO  ATTEND  .  .  . 

THE  SPECIAL  RETREAT  FOR 

•  EXCEPTIONAL  PERSONS  (OVER  12  YEARS  OF  AGE) 

•  THEIR  PARENTS  *  •  THEIR  TEACHERS 

•  THEIR  PASTORS/MINISTERS 

at  CAMP  GARAYWA,  CLINTON 
May  1-2,  1987 

Registration  begins  at  4:00  p.m  on  the  1st. 

Retreat  will  conclude  at  3:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd. 

One  adult  will  chaperone  every  three  or  fewer  Special  Educa¬ 
tion  persons. 

Cost  is  $20.00  per  person  which  includes  overnight  lodging, 
three  meals,  and  linens. 

Registration  fee  is  $5.00  per  persopjincluded  in  the  $20.00)  and 
must  be  received  with  your  registration  form  by  April  29. 


Can  workers  be  fired  for  use 
hallucinogenic  drug  for  religic 


RETREAT  FOR  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  PERSONS.  THEIR  PARENTS, 

TEACHERS.  PASTORS/MINISTERS  .  May  1  and  2.  1987 

Female 

Male  (circle  one) 


Name  of  Special  Education  Person 


By  Stan  Hastey  — 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  U.S.  a  condition  of  employment,  never-  court. 

Supreme  Court  has  agreed  to  decide  theless  claimed  federal  law  protected  Both  a  state  appeals  court  and  the 
if  states  may  deny  unemployment  their  use  of  peyote  in  religious  Oregon  Supreme  Court  sided  with  the 
compensation  benefits  to  workers  who  ceremonies.  fired  workers,  however,  holding  their 

are  fired  for  using  the  drug  peyote  in  After  their  dismissals.  Smith  and  free  exercise  right  took  precedence 
religious  observances.  Black  applied  for  unemployment  over  the  state’s  interest  in  controlling 

Two  employees  of  an  alcohol  and  benefits,  and,  in  separate  pro-  drug  abuse.  Oregon  Solicitor  General 
drug  abuse  prevention  and  treatment  ceedings,  state  referees  agreed  they  Virginia  L.  Linder  then  appealed  to 
center  in  Oregon  were  discharged  were  eligible.  But  Oregon’s  Employ-  the  nation’s  highest  court  to  review  the 
after  admitting  they  used  the  drug  in  ment  Appeals  Board  reversed  those  cases.  The  high  court’s  March  9  notice 
ceremonies  of  the  Native  American  findings,  ruling  the  constitutional  that  it  has  agreed  to  hear  the  cases 
Church.  Alfred  L.  Smith  and  Galen  W.  right  to  free  exercise  of  religion  did  presumably  means  the  justices  now 
Black,  who  agreed  in  writing  to  abide  not  protect  Smith’s  and  Black's  right  will  weigh  those  competing  interests, 
by  the  center’s  philosophy  of  total  to  ingest  drugs  in  violation  of  Oregon  Stan  Hastey  writes  for  Baptist 
abstinence  from  alcohol  and  drugs  as  law.  The  state  then  took  the  cases  to  Press. 


Street 


Name.  Chaperone _ Parent _ Teacher _ Other _ (check  one) 

Address  of  Chaperone  or  Teacher  if  different  from  Special  Education  Person 


Other 


listed  above 


Church,  if  attending  one 

PRE-REGISTRATION  FEE  OF  $500  MUST  BE  ENCLOSED  IT  WILL  BE 
REFUNDED  IF  CANCELLED  BEFORE  THE  RETREAT 

Mail  to:  Larry  Salter.  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 _ 


Home  missions:  it’s  farther .  .  . 


(Continued  from  page  2) 

In  addition,  we  have  several  ethnic 
congregations  serving  communities 
of  Hispanics,  Koreans,  Arabics, 
Chinese,  Egyptians,  Southeast 
Asians,  etc.  Our  ethnic  work  is  fruit¬ 
ful.  On  any  Sunday  in  California,  the 
gospel  is  preached  in  45  different 
languages. 

Los  Angeles  is  an  immense  city. 
People  of  all  shapes,  colors,  and  sizes 
from  every  country  and  heritage  in 
the  world  permeates  the  city.  If  you 
have  never  lived  in  Los  Angeles,  I 
could  never  adequately  describe  to 
you  the  reality  of  life  in  L.A.  Even 
friends  who  have  lived  in  other  large 
cities  remark  that  Los  Angeles  is  a 
world  all  its  own.  I  was  a  22-year-old 
“country”  girl  from  Fulton,  Miss.; 
and  adapting  to  life  in  L.A.  was  one 
hard  row  to  plow.  Life  in  China  or  the 
Soviet  Union  could  not  have  been 
more  foreign  to  me.  I  encountered 
severe  culture  shock. 

I  had  to  adjust  to  many  things.  One 
was  the  lack  of  privacy  —  there  were 
apartments  everywhere.  Homes  were 
stacked  on  top  of  homes.  West 
Hollywood,  where  we  live,  is  the  most 
densely  populated  3.1  square  miles 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  And 
there  were  very  few  yards  in  West 
Hollywood.  There  were  yards  in 
Beverly  Hills,  but  the  person  who  can 
afford  an  expensive  home  in  Beverly 
Hills  with  a  nice  yard  works  so  hard 
to  pay  for  his  real  estate  that  he  has 
no  time  to  use  and  enjoy  his  yard.  It 
is  stunning  to  ride  down  streets  and 
see  rows  of  beautifully  manicured 
lawns  with  no  children  at  play,  no 
families  at  leisure,  no  one  lounging. 


reading,  grilling  hamburgers,  or  en¬ 
joying  the  sunshine. 

The  cost  of  living  in  L.A.  is 
astronomical.  The  cost  of  our  rent, 
which  was  a  bargain  for  a  nice  little 
one  bedroom  apartment,  was  $535.00 
a  month  and  with  time  that  has  in¬ 
creased.  Our  grocery  bill  tripled  — 
and  the  quality  and  amount  of  food 
purchased  remained  the  same.  We 
pay  among  the  highest  auto  insurance 
rates  in  the  country.  When  we  mov¬ 
ed  here  our  auto  insurance  premium 
quadrupled  from  what  it  had 
previously  been  in  Greenville,  Miss. 
I  was  shocked  to  find  that  even  the 
cost  of  a  haircut  and  a  perm  was 
around  $100. 

Another  major  adjustment  was  the 
lack  of  community  and  family  sup¬ 
port  in  the  area  of  Los  Angeles  where 
we  live  —  on  the  border  of  West 
Hollywood  and  Beverly  Hills.  West 
Hollywood’s  population  is  composed 
of  40  percent  homosexuals.  Less  than 
4  percent  are  members  of  a  tradi¬ 
tional  family  unit.  It  is  quite  a  transi¬ 
tion  to  face  punk  rockers,  homosex¬ 
uals,  prostitutes,  burned-out  drug 
users,  and  derelicts  as  you  go  to  the 
grocery  store,  or  the  mall,  or  to 
McDonald’s.  The  saddest  to  see  are 
those  who  are  lonely.  Los  Angeles  is 
such  a  big  place,  and  to  experience 
severe  loneliness  in  such  a  populous 
city  is  an  intense  feeling. 

Many  depressing  days,  I  strugged 
to  find  a  way  to  be  happy  here.  I  tried 
everything  I  knew  to  do.  Don  and  I 
discussed  the  possibility  of  leaving, 
but  I  wanted  to  stay  in  L.A.  I  knew 
this  is  where  God  wanted  us  to  be.  I 
learned  to  accept  the  loneliness,  the 


cultural  differences,  the  urban  ways. 
There  are  things  I  still  don’t  like  about 
being  a  “missionary”  here,  but  I 
know  this  is  where  God  wants  me  to 
serve.  So  I  trust  him  and  I  keep  go¬ 
ing.  God  has  blessed  me  here.  He’s 
taught  me  much,  and  I  am  happy  to 
be  in  Los  Angeles.  (Part  two  next 
week.) 

Mrs.  Gail  Pucik  was  born  in  Yazoo 
City,  Miss.,  and  grew  up  in  Fulton. 
Her  home  church  is  New  Home  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Fulton. 

New  Israel  stamp 
honors  Christians 

NAZARETH,  Israel  (EP)  —  A  new 
stamp  honoring  Israel’s  Christian 
communities  made  its  debut  in  late 
1986.  The  stamp  was  made  public  at 
a  special  ceremony  held  at  the  Fran- 
'  ciscan  Basilica  of  the  Annunciation, 
which  is  shown  on  the  stamp. 

Communications  Minister  Amnon 
Rubinstein  said  the  stamp  was  not 
just  a  piece  of  paper,  but  symbolized 
the  true  nature  of  Israel,  where 
equality  for  all  citizens  and  freedom 
of  speech  and  religion  are 
guaranteed. 

“It  is  part  of  the  policy  of  my 
ministry  to  honor  non-Jewish  com¬ 
munities  through  the  issue  of  special 
stamps,”  he  said.  “We  started  with 
Moslems,  then  Druse,  and  now  ...  we 
have  issued  this  special  Nazareth 
stamp.” 


Southwestern  honors  six 
as  distinguished  alumni 


Misfortune  strengthens  our  faith 
which  otherwise  would  become  weak 
and  flabby  through  non-use. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  -  Two 
pastors,  two  professors  and  two 
denominational  workers  will  be  nam¬ 
ed  1987  Distinguished  Alumni  of 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary. 

Jimmy  Draper,  Leon  Marsh, 
Charles  McLaughlin,  Frank  Pollard, 
Mary  Essie  Stephens  and  William  B. 
Tolar  will  be  honored  at  the  national 
Southwestern  Reunion  June  17  at  the 
Sheraton  Hotel  in  St.  Louis. 

Southwestern’s  alumni  association 
gives  the  annual  honors  to  former 
students  of  the  Fort  Worth,  Tsxas, 
school  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  denominational  service 
and  vocational  ministry. 

Draper,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Euless,  Tsxas,  is  the  third 
generation  of  his  family  to  graduate 
from  Southwestern.  He  previously 
was  associate  pastor  at  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Dallas  and  pastor  of  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church  of  Del  City, 
Okla.  Draper  served  two  terms  as 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  presi¬ 
dent  and  currently  is  a  Southwestern 
trustee. 

Pollard  returned  as  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  in 
1986  after  three  years  as  president  of 
Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  He  was  pastor  of  the 
Jackson  church  from  1974  to  1980.  In 
1979,  TIME  magazine  named  him  one 
of  the  “seven  most  outstanding  Pro¬ 
testant  preachers  in  America.”  He  has 
been  preacher  for  the  “Baptist  Hour” 
on  radio  and  television  host  for  “At 
Home  With  the  Bible.” 


Tolar  is  in  his  27th  year  on 
Southwestern’s  faculty,  where  he  is 
dean  of  the  School  of  Theology.  He 
taught  10  years  at  Baylor  University 
before  coming  to  Southwestern  and 
speaks  often  in  Southern  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  and  conferences.  He  has  studied 
and  lectured  in  52  countries  on  five 
continents,  including  33  trips  to  Israel 
as  a  lecturer. 

Marsh  retired  in  1986  as  distinguish¬ 
ed  professor  of  foundations  after  31 
years  on  Southwestern’s  faculty.  He 
also  taught  five  years  at  Hardin- 
Simmons  University.  He  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  developing  the 
seminary’s  foundations  department  in 
the  School  of  Religious  Education.  He 
also  helped  develop  the  doctor  of 
education  program  and  wrote  the  first 
textbook  on  educational  psychology 
from  a  Christian  perspective. 

Stephens  gave  her  entire  career  as 
executive  director  for  the  Alabama 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  from  1954 
to  1984.  A  native  of  Alabama,  she 
graduated  from  Judson  College.  She 
currently  lives  in  Montgomery,  Ala. 

McLaughlin  served  Texas  Baptists 
for  23  years  as  director  of  the  state 
missions  commission.  He  also  was  as 
director  of  the  missions  division  in 
Texas  from  1960  to  1964.  Before  join¬ 
ing  the  Baptist  General  Convention 
staff,  McLaughlin  was  superintendent 
of  missions  for  the  Thrrant  Baptist 
Association  in  Fort  Worth  for  eight 
years.  He  also  was  minister  of  music 
and  education  for  Queens  boro  Baptist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  La. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves  situation  because  I  don’t  know  where  that  to  have  a  preference  and  choice  smarter  than  everybody  else  but  just 

the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved  it  is.  I  would  say,  however,  that  the  of  one’s  associates  in  the  closer  per-  different.  Now  the  pot  is  beginning  to 

under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not  pastor  may  be  waiting  for  the  Lord  to  sonal  relationships  of  his  life  where  melt,  and  the  whole  character  of  our 

tell  him  what  to  do.  In  that  respect,  race  is  involved,  is  equally  wrong  and  nation  is  changed. 

I  would  suggest  praying  for  the  silly  beyond  words.  God  himself  exer-  R.  Clifton  Williams 

pastor.  Fervent  prayer  on  the  part  of  rises  choice.  We  are  just  as  different  Bogue  Chitto 

the  members  either  would  make  the  in  our  inner  nature  as  we  are  in  our 

pastor  better  able  to  minister  in  that  outward  appearance.  We  build  a  I  appreciate  your  letter,  though  it 
community  or  pave  the  way  for  whole  different  kind  of  society.  had  to  be  cut  somewhat  because  of  ex- 

another  field  to  open  up.  In  either  I  have  lived  close  to  a  neighborhood  ceeding  the  300  word  limit.  I  must  say 
case,  that  fervent  prayer  would  keep  of  black  people  most  of  my  life.  I  have  that  the  editorial  was  trying  to  declare 

worked  with  them,  worked  for  them,  that  even  though  we  have  a  natural  af- 
and  had  them  work  for  me.  I  have  finity  for  our  own  races,  we  should  not 
never  had  a  cross  word  with  one..  We  base  friendships  or  associations  on 
have  shared  the  food  from  our  table  race  alone.  It  was  trying  to  say  that 
and  groceries  from  the  kitchen.  I  have  we  should  not  choose  associates  sim- 
gotten  up  out  of  my  bed  at  all  hours  ply  on  a  race  basis  nor  should  we 
of  the  night,  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  avoid  choosing  associates  simply  on 
gone  to  them  in  times  of  need,  used  a  race  basis.  The  idea  was  that 
my  car  and  what  little  money  I  had  associates  and  friends  should  be 
to  minister  to  their  needs  with  no  ex-  chosen  on  the  basis  of  quality  and  in- 
pectation  of  anything  in  return,  even  terest  rather  than  race, 
though  what  little  I  had  came  slow  Also  I  must  differ  a  bit  on  the  make 
and  hard  wrought.  up  of  our  ancestors.  In  early  days  a 


A  good  name  finished  work 

Editor:  Editor: 

Almost  two  years  ago  our  church  I  hope  I’ll  get  some  response  from- 
suffered  a  split.  It  was  one  which  this  letter  because  I’m  curious.  Why 
caused  many  members  to  leave  with  does  a  pastor  stay  at  a  church  when 
ill  feelings  and  form  a  new  church,  it  is  obvious  to  him  and  everyone  else 
I  have  lived  with  that,  however,  that  his  work  is  finished  at  that  par- 
along  with  the  remarks  made  falsely  ticular  church?  Why  does  he  stay 
about  what  the  members  who  stayed  when  the  church  is  so  dead  or  so  near 
with  the  original  church  did  to  make  dead  that  the  buzzards  are  flying  Editor: 
the  others  leave.  overhead?  Is  it  money,  or  unwill-  Your  comments  ii 

There  is  one  thing  that  bothers  me  ingness  to  move  his  family,  or  leave  in  observance  of  n 
though.  Just  the  other  day  I  was  talk-  relatives  in  the  community,  or  pride,  so  well  directed  th 
ing  to  a  friend  about  visiting  our  or  a  feeling  of  failure  if  he  resigns?  to  offer  words  of  a| 
church.  He  said  no  because  of  what  What  could  it  be?  you  spoke  of  racif 

we  did  to  those  others.  I  can’t  under-  Doesn’t  he  realize  or  care  that  if  he  natural  affinity  to 
stand  how  something  like  that  inci-  stepped  down  that  the  Lord  could  those  most  like  out 
dent  has  lasted  two  years  when  it  was  replace  him  with  a  pastor  that  maybe  people  took  notice, 
made  up  on  false  accusations.  ri>uld  win  that  lost  soul  to  Jesus  that  We  make  choice: 

The  main  point  I  am  making  is  to  he  could  not?  Or  maybe  a  new  pastor  on  the  basis  of 
the  Christians.  We  are  becoming  a  could  feed  the  hungering  saints  with  pearance,  persoi 
minority.  If  we  have  spats  and  fights  spiritual  food  that  he  could  not.  Or  charm,  temperan< 
within  the  church,  let's  not  make  it  maybe  the  new  pastor  could  get  that  behavior,  culture,  r 
public.  The  non-Christians  are  wat-  family  to  come  to  church  that  he  affiliation,  manne 
ching  us,  just  as  my  friend  had  been  could  not  reach.  What  could  the  other  qualities.  7b 
watching.  Let’s  give  Christianity  a  reason  possibly  be?  contempt,  spite  an 

good  name.  Name  withheld  by  request  is  certainly  sinful , 

Name  withheld  by  request  Of  course  I  know  nothing  about  the  preach  and  teach  a 


Volunteers 
in  Jones 
County 

(Tim  Nicholas  photos) 


(Top  left):  A  Van  Winkle  Church,  (Top  center).  Willard  Wise,  Eddie  Parker, 
Jackson,  group  repair  a  roof  gable.  Salem  and  Jerry  Patrick  build  a  storage  shed  for 
Heights  in  Johes  County  provided  the  a  tornado  victim  in  Jones  County.  Parker 
roofing.  is  pastor  of  Pecan  Grove  Church.  Patrick 

is  a  member  of  Cato  Church.  And  Wise 
is  a  member  of  Campbellsville  Baptist 
Church  in  Kentucky.  Wise,  a  professional 
!  carpenter,  saw  the  damages  on  television 


(Top  right):  Eddie  Bryant,  pastor  of  Shelby  Warren,  a  volunteer  from  Highland 
icker  s  Crossing  Church,  Maurice  Church,  Laurel,  look  over  the  list  of  needs 
owers,  Jones  director  of  missions,  and  for  volunteers  to  accomplish 


(Below  left):  Pecan  Grove  Church  feeds  of  Parkers  worked  together  in  the  cleanup; 
volunteer  workers  at  the  church.  They  Eddie,  pastor  at  Pecan  Grove,  his  father 
were  feeding  about  30  people  each  meal.  Mac,  pastor  of  nearby  Grace  Church,  and 
The  church  had  about  15  families  with  Eddie’s  15-year-old  son  Nathan.  The 
damage  themselves.  Three  generations 


(Below  right):  Ralph  Martin  of  Cato 
Church  drives  a  dozer  to  remove  brush 
that  covered  the  tornado’s  wake 


! 


Coast  couple  retire 
two  years  behind  a 


When  William  Pigford  retired  last 
year  he  knew  he  wouldn't  be  going  out 
to  pasture.  In  fact,  for  the  next  two 
years,  Pigford  will  be  behind  a  plow 
—  literally. 

-  William  and  Toshika  Pigford  of 
Pascagoula  left  Saturday  for  a  two 
year  stint  of  mission  service  in  Belize. 

The  couple,  members  of  Wade  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  will  serve  the  Foreign  Mis- 
,  sion  Board  under  its  auxiliary  person¬ 
nel  program.  Pigford,  who  retired  last 
year  as  1  a  vocational  agricultural 
teacher  for  Jackson  County,  will 
utilize  his  skills  in  that  central 
American  country.  He  will  be  assis¬ 
tant  director  of  a  Practical 
Agricultural  Training  (PAT)  farm 
which  was  built  by  Mississippi  Bap- 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

tist  agricultural  missions  volunteers. 

The  farm  has  20  boys  enrolled  cur¬ 
rently,  ages  14-18,  in  a  three-year 
training  program.  They  are  being 
taught  to  farm  with  horses  since  trac¬ 
tors  and  repair  parts  are  beyond  the 
financial  means  of  the  youths. 

At  the  end  of  the  program,  the  boys 
are  given  help  to  buy  a  horse,  a  plow, 
and  lease  land,  and  enough  seed  and 
fertilizer  to  get  started  on  their  own. 

Mrs.  Pigford,  who  has  been  a 
special  education  and  elementary 
remedial  reading  teacher,  will  also 
put  her  talents  to  good  use,  teaching 
the  boys  how  to  read  and  doing 
literacy  training  with  the  missionary 
wives.  Mrs.  Pigford  has  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  the  Jackson  County 


to  spend 
plow  i 


Association’s  literacy  program 
development. 

When  Pigford  retired  last  June,  “We 
had  the  idea  of  some  full  time  mission 
work,”  he  says.  “We  sent  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Brotherhood  Department 
in  Jackson.  They  asked  where  we 
wanted  to  work  and  we  said  wherever 
the  need  was.”  He  adds,  “I  felt  my 
background  in  agriculture  would  be  of 
use  to  help  people  grow  food.” 

Then  last  September,  Mrs.  Pigford 
met  R.  D.  Turner  of  Pascagoula,  a 
dentist  who  was  on  his  way  to  Belize 
to  work  with  missionary  Ernie  Myers. 
Turner  said  he  thought  there  was  an 
agricultural  project  that  sounded  like 
what  the  Pigfords  would  be  interested 
in.  There  was  and  they  were. 


| 

Nigerian  Baptist  churches 
burned  in  religious  riots 


ZARIA.  Nigeria  (BP)  —  All  eight 
Baptist  churches  in  Zaria,  Nigeria, 
and  six  in  nearby  Kaduna  were  burn¬ 
ed  in  religious  rioting  that  left  at  least 
11  people  dead  in  northern  Nigeria 
during  the  second  week  of  March. 

Pastors  and  their  families  in  Zaria 
escaped,  but  several  were  left 
destitute  and  homeless,  according  to 
telegrams  March  11  and  12  from 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Don 
Reece,  administrator  of  the  Nigeria 
Baptist  Mission. 

James  and  Marie  Johnston  of  An¬ 
chorage,  Ky.,  and  Shreveport,  La., 
respectively,  the  only  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionaries  in  the  city,  were 
reported  to  be  safe. 

The  Baptist  Pastors’  School  in 


Kaduna,  where  a  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  stationed,  had  canceled, 
classes  but  was  undamaged  and  be¬ 
ing  protected  by  soldiers,  reported 
Kathy  High  of  Greensboro,  N.C.,  mis¬ 
sionary  there,  by  telephone  March  13. 

The  school,  wtych  has  more  than 
200  students.  ha6  sent  out  pastors 
across  northern  Nigeria,  home  of 
Nigeria's  fastest-growing  Baptist 
work  in  recent  years.  Partly  because 
of  the  school’s  influence,  there  are 
about  45  Baptist  churches  in  Kaduna 
and  another  50  to  60  in  the  outlying 
areas  around  the  city. 

High  said  missionaries  in  Kaduna 
had  been  unable  to  contact  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  other  Nigerian  cities  by 
phone. 
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State  WMU 

hears  of  need 

%  » 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

He  was  a  good  example  of  that  en- 
courager  that  enables,"  she  added. 

Carolyn  Weatherford,  WMU,  SBC, 
executive  director,  echoed  those  sen¬ 
timents.  explaining  that  of  the  five 
students  who  began  one  of  America’s 
greatest  revivals  after  what  was  call¬ 
ed  the  Haystack  Prayer  Meeting  at 
Williams  College  in  Massachusetts, 
"not  one  became  a  missionary  . . .  .but 
they  became  missions  supporters,” 
she  said. 

Weatherford  told  the  group  of  the 
^ay  many  approach  loving  others. 
"We  say  to  refugees:  learn  our 
language  and  don’t  take  my  job,  and 
I’ll  love  you  .  .  . 

“We  say  to  the  poor:  clean  up  and 
get  a  job,  and  I’ll  love  you  .  . . 

"We  say  to  wayward  youth :  accept 
my  values,  and  I’ll  love  you  .  .  . 

“We  say  to  our  convention:  if  you’ll 
stop  fighting.  I’ll  love  you.” 

Weatherford  said,  “If  we’re  to  give 
missions  education  to  all  the  people  in 
our  churches,  must  be  women  who 
must  express  an  unconditional  love.” 

In  business  session,  the  WMU  re¬ 
elected  its  slate  of  four  officers  to  a 
third  one  year  term.  Re-elected  were 
president,  Mrs.  James  (’Wilda)  Fan- 
cher,  Monticello;  vice  president,  Miss 
Sue  Thtum,  Yazoo  City;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  Robert  (Stuart) 


James  Neil  Fancher  and  Rob  Robbins 
sing  a  duet.  Fancher  is  a  music  evangelist 
in  Weatherford,  Okla.;  Robbins  is  minister 
of  music  at  Monticello  Church. 


Gwen  Williams 


it 


These  are  the  newly  re-elected  officers  of  Mississippi  WMU.  From  left,  they  are 


Jane  Burns,  associate  recording  secretary,  Tupelo;  'Wilda  Fancher,  president,  Mon¬ 


ticello:  Sue  Tatum,  vice  president,  Yazoo  City;  and  Stuart  Calvert,  recording  secretary, 


Calvert,  Ashland;  and  associate  Ashland. 


recording  secretary,  Mrs.  James 
(Jane)  Burns,  Tupelo.  .  | 


Judy  Edwards,  missionary  to  New  Mexico,  talks  with  Carolyn  Weatherford,  executive 


Mississippi  WMU  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  Marjean  Patterson,  in  her  annual 
report  to  WMU.  offered  upbeat 
statistics.  “For  the  first  time  in  20 
years  Mississippi  WMU  passed  the 
60.000  mark  in  enrollment,”  she  said. 


Mississippi  WMU 
passed  60.000  mark  in 
enrollment. 


In  mission  involvement,  she  told  the 
group  that  “every  offering  every  year 
is  a  record.”  She  said  that  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists  gave  more  than  $500,000 
last  year  for  state  missions,  more  than 
$4  million  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  foreign  mis¬ 
sions,  and  over  $60,000  for  the  Special 
Day  Offering  last  year. 

Additionally,  participants,  who 
numbered  more  than  1,000  at  this 
year’s  annual  meeting,  gave  $1,474.34 
toward  retiring  the  debt  for  the  Mar¬ 
jean  Patterson  Porch  at  the  new  WMU 
headquarters  in  Birmingham. 

Patterson  said  the  more  than  2,300 
GAs  and  Acteens  registered  at  Camp 
Garaywa  last  year  made  100  definite 
decisions  during  camp.  This  was  the 
highest  enrollment  in  20  years.  She 
said  109  WMUs  in  the  state  reached 
the  distinguished  level  in  the  achieve¬ 
ment  guide  and  that  14  teams  of  Ac¬ 
teens  Activators,  totalling  150  girls, 
will  be  in  service  this  summer.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  three  WMU  groups  are  doing 
volunteer  work  in  foreign  missions 
this  year  in  Mexico,  Burkina  Faso, 
and  Jamaica. 


A  women’s  sextette  from  First  Church,  Moss  Point,  sing 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  The 
master’s  degree  program  in  social 
work  at  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  has  been  awarded  ac¬ 
creditation  by  the  national  Council  on 
Social  Work  Education. 

The  accreditation,  the  first  to  be 
granted  by  the  council  to  an  educa¬ 
tional  institution  other  than  a  college 
or  university,  comes  75  years  after  the 
establishment  of  Southern  Baptists’ 
first  social  work  program. 

In  1912,  Maude  Reynold  McClure, 
principal  of  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  Training  School,  helped 
organize  a  Baptist  “settlement  house” 
in  downtown  Louisville,  Ky.,  launching 
what  is  generally  considered  to  be  the 


beginning  of  Baptist  center  work  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Bap¬ 
tist  centers  have  been  instrumental  in 
providing  Christian  social  ministry  in 
America’s  urban  areas. 

During  the  same  year,  McClure 
began  teaching  social  work  courses  at 
the  Training  School,  beginning  an 
educational  emphasis  that  eventual¬ 
ly  became  a  full-fledged  degree  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  seminary.  The  Carver 
School  of  Missions  and  Social  Work, 
the  successor  to  the  WMU  Training 
School,  was  merged  with  Southern 
Seminary  in  1963. 

A  woman  without  a  laugh  in  her  is 
the  greatest  bore  in  existence.  — 
Thackeray. . 


director,  WMU,  SBC.  To  Edwards'  left  to  Trish  Simmons,  GA/Mission  Friends  consul¬ 
tant  for  Mississippi  WMU. 


Midwestern  sending  profs 
to  overseas  assignments 


Southern  Seminary  program 
receives  accreditation 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  - 
Midwestern  Seminary  has  launched 
a  new  program  of  missions  involve¬ 
ment  in  partnership  with  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 

Entitled  “Professor  on  Mission,” 
the  program  is  designed  to  facilitate 
up  to  five  Midwestern  faculty 
members  each  year  in  regular,  short¬ 
term  teaching  and  ministry 
assignments  overseas. 

“The  objective  of  the  program  is  to 
meet  specific  missions  needs  by 
directly  involving  seminary  faculty 
members  in  foreign  missions  and  to 
impact  the  seminary  community  with 
the  results  of  their  firsthand  ex¬ 
periences,”  said  Midwestern  Presi¬ 
dent  Milton  Ferguson. 

“This  is  a  first,”  Foreign  Mission 
board  President  R.  Keith  Parks  said, 
“in  bringing  together  in  a  formal  way 
a  theological  seminary  and  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  as  a  link  to  the 
mission  fields  of  the  world,  providing 
a  consistent,  regular  and  planned  ex¬ 
change  involving  professors.  We  see 
it  as  a  new  exciting  element  in 
theological  education  around  the 
world.  We  are  equally  confident  that 
Midwestern  Seminary  will  never  be 
the  same.” 

Midwestern  will  undergird  the  pro¬ 
gram  financially  through  the  V. 


Lavell  Seats  Fund,  an  endowment 
fund  named  in  honor  of  the  institu¬ 
tion’s  first  professor  of  missions  and 
dean  of  students.  In  1958,  Seats  came 
to  the  Midwestern  classroom  after  17 
years  on  a  Nigerian  mission  field.  The 
fund  was  established  by  contributions 
from  Seats  and  his  long-time  friend, 
area  physician,  Burnell  Landers. 

The  endowment  fund  will  provide 
transportation  to  and  from  the  field 
of  service,  with  Midwestern’s  first 
professor  participating  in  the  1987-88 
academic  year.  The  board  will  fur¬ 
nish  accommodations  and  transpor¬ 
tation  on  the  field,  and  faculty 
members  will  provide  their  meals 
and  personal  expenses. 

All  faculty  members  will  be  eligi¬ 
ble  to  participate  in  the  program  as 
a  part  of  their  regular  teaching 
duties,  with  a  preferred  maximum  of 
eight  weeks.  The  dean  of  the  faculty 
in  consultation  with  Ferguson  will 
select  participants.  The  criteria  will 
be  the  specific  field  needs  and  re¬ 
quests  outlined  by  the  board. 
Assignments  may  vary  from  colleges 
and  seminaries  to  church 
development. 


Anyone  nowadays  who  plugs  into 
current  affairs  is  bound  to  get 
shocked. 
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Dorothy  and  Noel  Palmer 


The  arrangement  of  silk  flowers  on  the  table  was  a  gift  from  the  Indian  congrega¬ 
tion  to  Noel  and  Dorothy  PalmdV-when  Mr.  Palmer’s  96-year-old  mother  died. 


Part  11 

Last  week’s  column  began  the  story 
of  Noef  Palmer  and  his  wife,  Dorothy, 
and  told  how  he  happened  to 
terim  pastor  of  a  Mennonite^coft- 
gregation  of  Indians  in  Winston  Coun¬ 
ty  last  year.  The  story  continues  here. 

Noel  Palmer  met  Dorothy  Stalsby 
in  Beaumont,  Texas,  during  World 
War  II,  when  he  was  in  service.  They 
moved  near  Murphy  Creek  Church, 
close  to  Louisville,  Mississippi,  and 
both  worked  at  the  Spartus  Clock  Fac¬ 
tory.  It  was  not  until  1970  that  he  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  ministry.  He  had  felt 
the  call  earlier,  but  resisted,  for  all 
the  obstacles  just  looked  too  for¬ 
midable.  When  he  did  decide  that  he 
must  surrender,  his  wife  said,  “I’ve 
been  waiting  for  you  to  do  that,  and 
I’m  not  surprised.” 

Both  enrolled  at  Baptist  Bible  In¬ 
stitute  at  Graceville,  Florida.  At  first, 
she  had  a  full  time  job,  but  her  blood 
pressure  forced  her  to  quit.  He  held 
a  security  guard  job,  working  all 
night  and  then  going  to  classes.  He  got 
ulcers  doing  that.  With  a  work 
scholarship,  she  began  a  part  time 
job;  he  got  a  maintenance  job  at  a 
church.  Both  then  worked  together  on 
both  jobs,  spreading  the  hours  to  suit 
their  own  convenience.  He  earned  a 
Diploma  in  Pastor’s  Training  and  she 
received  a  Diploma  in  Religious 
Education. 

At  the  time,  their  two  youngest 
sons,  Tony  and  Tim,  were  still  in  high 
school.  Their  four  older  children,  a 
daughter  and  threfe  sons,  had  already 
grown  up  and  left  home.  Now  their 
daughter  live  in  Marietta,  Ga.;  two 
sons  live  in  Louisville  and  two  in 
Jackson.  The  youngest  recently  was 
J,  graduated  from  Mississippi  State. 

Before  his  seven-year  Crystal 
Ridge  pastorate,  Palmer  served 
briefly  at  Yellow  Creek  and  Winston 


churches.  “We  had  a  good  time  at 
Crystal  Ridge,”  he  recalls.  They 
renovated  the  building,  bricked  it  up, 
got  new  songbooks,  increased  the 
budget. .  .  .  They  were  about  to  begin 
a  new  building  when  Dorothy  got  sick 
and  had  to  go  on  the  kidney  machine, 
so  he  decided  it  would  be  best  for  him 
to  resign. 

For  two  years  he  has  been  deliver¬ 
ing  twice  monthly  messages  at  the 
Winston  County  Nursing  Home  in 
Louisville,  first  and  third  Tuesdays. 

And  for  a  year,  December, 
1985-December  1986,  he  was  supply 
pastor  at  the  Mennonite  church.  Now 
the  church  has  another  Mennonite 
pastor.  “It  was  a  blessing  to  us,”  both 
Palmers  declare.  During  that  year. 
Brother  Palmer’s  96-year-old  mother 
died.  To  express  their  sympathy,  the 
whole  Indian  congregation  came  to 
the  funeral  home,  in  two  vans.  They 
walked  past  the  casket  in  single  file, 
and  they  brought  a  beautiful  arrange¬ 
ment  of  silk  flowers.  The  Palmers 


keep  it  on  their  dining  table,  as  one  of 
their  most  treasured  possessions. 

The  Mennonites,  who  hold  foot 
washing  services,  said  to  Brother 
Palmer,  “We  know  you  are  a  Baptist 
and  we  would  not  expect  you  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  with  us.”  But  he  said, 
yes,  that  he  would.  Now  he’s  glad  he 
did.  “It  was  one  of  the  most  humbl¬ 
ing  experiences  I  have  ever  had.” 

When  Palmer  went  to  the  hospital 
for  eye  surgery  in  December,  1986, 
one  of  the  Indian  leaders  at  the  church 
came  to  the  hospital  to  pray  with  him. 

After  he  and  Mrs.  Palmer  had  left 
the  church,  the  congregation  asked 
permission  to  come  to  their  house  for 
a  prayer  meeting,  a  sort  of  farewell 
time  together.  Twenty-five  of  them 
came.  As  they  left,  Mrs.  Palmer  gave 
each  a  warm  hug.  When  she  thought 
they  had  all  gone,  a  little  girl  came 
back  in,  holding  a  smaller  girl  by  the 
hand  and  saying,  “You  didn’t  give  her 
a  hug.” 


Search  for  HMB  president 
on  schedule,  says  committee 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  chairman  of 
a  committee  to  nominate  a  new  presi¬ 
dent  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board  reported  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  search  is  “right  on  schedule,”  but 
the  committee  has  “not  yet  reached 
a  consensus”  on  a  presidential 
candidate. 

Troy  L.  Morrison,  chairman  of  the 
eight-member  committee  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  church-minister  relations  for 
the  Alabama  Baptist  Convention, 
reported  to  directors  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  during  their  March 
meeting  that  the  committee  has  con¬ 
sidered  64  candidates  for  the  position. 
The  committee  is  looking  for  a  suc¬ 
cessor  to  William  G.  Tanner  of 
Oklahoma  City  who  resigned  last 
June. 

Although  Morrison  did  not  say  when 
the  committee  would  be  ready  with  a 
nomination,  he  added  “we  will  not 
pressure  ourselves,  or  be  pressured, 
into  moving  too  hastily.  Neither  shall 
we  take  more  time  than  necessary.  We 
feel  we  are  right  on  schedule.” 

“In  spite  of  anything  you  might  have 
heard,  our  committee  is  not  deadlock¬ 
ed,”  said  Morrison.  Although  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  not  yet  reached  a  consen¬ 
sus,  “we  believe  we  can  and  will.”  He 
insisted  “there  is  a  sense  of 
togetherness  on  our  committee.” 

Morrison  added  that  no  one  has 
dominated  the  committee.  “We  have 
not  been  intimidated  or  pressured  in 
any  way.  We  have  been  permitted  to 
pursue  our  work  in  total  freedom  and 
confidentiality.” 

The  search  committee  has  met  nine 
times  in  the  last  five  months,  and  has 
read,  studied  and  considered  more 
than  100  letters  recommending  64  per¬ 
sons  for  the  position.  Each  person 
nominated  was  asked  to  submit  a 
resume.  Some  have  declined  to  be 
considered,  he  said. 

Although  Morrison  would  not  say 
how  many  candidates  the  committee 
has  interviewed,  he  added  the  com¬ 
mittee  plans  to  continue  the  interview 
process  “until  we  find  the  person 


whom  we  believe  God  would  have  us 
to  recommend  to  this  board.  We  would 
not  dare  to  recommend  any  person 
until  we  have  a  clear  direction  from 
God.” 

Morrison  expressed  appreciation  to 
all  who  have  prayed  for  the  commit¬ 
tee  and  asked  for  continued  prayer 
and  patience  as  the  committee  con¬ 
tinues  its  work.  He  also  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  staff  and  for  the  in¬ 
terim  leadership  of  Bob  Banks,  ex¬ 
ecutive  vice  president  and  interim 
chief  executive  officer. 

In  announcing  the  resignation  of 
Frank  Crumpler  as  director  of 
specialized  evangelism  to  become 
pastor  of  Brainerd  Baptist  Church  in 
Chattanooga,  Term..  Banks  denied  a 
perception  that  the  staff  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  “is  bailing  out.”  He 
said  there  has  been  only  one  resigna¬ 
tion  from  the  board’s  staff  related  to 
the  theological  controversy  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  that 
all  other  resignations  in  the  last  few 
months  have  been  the  normal  process 
of  staff  members  being  called  to  other 
positions. 

In  his  annual  report,  Banks 
reported  the  board  currently  supports 
3,637  home  missionaries  serving  in  all 
50  states  of  the  nation  plus  Canada, 
Puerto  Rico,  American  Samoa,  and 
the  Virgin  Islands.  These  mis¬ 
sionaries  last  year  started  1,872  new 
missions  and  652  new  churches. 

In  addition,  there  are  1,831  Southern  ' 
Baptist  chaplains  who  have  been  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
and  51,895  volunteers  who  served  last 
year  in  short  term  projects  sponsored 
by  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

Banks  said  these  missions  person¬ 
nel,  chaplains,  and  volunteers  last 
year  reported  71,734  professions  of 
faith  as  a  result  of  their  ministry.  In¬ 
addition,  there  were  145,000  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  as  a  result  of  the  “Good 
News  America:  God  Loves  You” 
simultaneous  revivals  promoted 
nation-wide  last  year  by  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 


“A  gift 


99 


66 


Be  still ”  and  listen 


Lord,  in  the  “hustle  and  bustle” 

Of  my  life  today 
Help  me  to  “be  still”  and  listen 
To  what  You  have  to  say! 

I  want  to  hear  Your  voice 
With  nothing  to  distract  me  — 
There  are  many  other  voices 
All  trying  to  attract  me! 

I  want  to  receive  Your  message  “clear,” 
So  that  I  might  “pass  it  on”  — 

I  would  be  faithful,  I  would  be  true. 
Until  my  work  is  done! 

This  beautiful  world  of  Your  creation 
Is  bleeding  and  torn,  in  sin. 


It  needs  Your  message  of  salvation. 
With  a  new  life  in  You  to  begin!  . 

Lord,  if  I  would  be  Your  messenger. 
My  life  an  example  must  be. 

Showing  Your  love,  sharing  my  faith 
With  boldness  —  I  would  honor  Thee! 

Give  me  a  heart  of  love. 

Of  compassion,  of  understanding; 

A  healing  touch  for  broken  lives, 
And  a  spirit  that’s  forgiving. 

Give  me  a  sense  of  duty 
To  people  where’er  they  be. 

I  want  to  care,  and  I  want  to  share 
Of  the  blessings  You’ve  given  me! 


So  may  my  ears,  my  heart,  my  soul, 
Be  ever  listening  for  Your  Word  — 

Your  work  will  never  be  done 
Unless  Your  voice  is  heard! 

Willingly  and  humbly.  Lord, 

I  will  Your  voice  obey ; 

Knowing  in  my  heart,  You  see. 

That  Your  Way  is  the  Only  Way! 

So  use  me,  Lord,  to  tell  Your  world 
That  Your  Way  is  the  Way  of  Love  — 

A  love  that  led  You  to  the  cross. 

And  leads  me  to  my  home  above! 

—Opal  Ferrell 
Jackson 


“A  gift  from  the  Artist”  was  publish¬ 
ed  in  the  Scrapbook  for  March  5.  The 
name  of  the  author  was  accidentally 
omitted.  Her  name  is  Linda  S.  Leach, 
and  she  lives  in  Greenville. 


To  lose 

Tb  lose  takes  pride 
Just  like  winning 
Tb  be  a  graceful  loser 
Is  part  of  giving. 

— Romy  Case 
Brookhaven 


A  child’s  gift 

A  child  who  bears  a  gift  of  love.  -? 

Whatever  it  may  bring. 

Will  give  entirely  of  its  heart  — 

A  great  and  precious  thing 
A  gift  that’s  brought  with  silent  grin. 

Half  fearful  as  shy  birds. 
Expresses  love  with  eloquence 
Without  the  need  of  words 

—Teresa  Heflin  Chaney 
Meridian 


I  can  feel  his  love 

Moonlight,  making  lacy  fingers  through  the  trees 
Insects  chirping  on  the  evening  breeze 
A  big  spring  moon  hanging  low  in  the  Sky 
First  evening  star  blinking  from  on  high. 

Old  whippoorwill  calling  to  his  mate 
Down  the  long  lane  near  the  garden  gate 
Drinking  in  the  beauty,  all  from  God  above 
No  one  has  to  tell  me,  I  can  feel  his  love! 


—Ruth  Norsworthy  Crager,  State  Line 


PAGE  10  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  March  26,  1987 


Barry  Swartz  has  been  called  to  David  Rogers  has  been  called  as 
New  Ireland  Church,  Union,  as  ■■■■■■  minister  of  educa- 
pastor  a  graduate  ot  New  tion  at  Main  Street 

t  Orleans  Seminary  Church  effective 

with  a  master  of  March  1.  He  has 

divinity  degree,  been  serving  as 

and  is  working  minister  of  youth 

towards  a  masters  ^MEfiland  college  at 
in  education.  Jkjl  Main  Street  since 

Swartz  or-  January  1984 

dained  by  First  Russell  Bush,  Jr. 

Church,  Verona  Rogers  is  pastor. 

He  and  his  wife,  .  „  ’  ,  „  , 

Swartz  Angela  have  two  F,rst  Church’  Byram  has  cal1*** 
daughters.  Heather  and  Tiffany  }lark  SimPson  as  ?outh  and  activities 

director.  He  is  a  native  of  Memphis, 
William  H.  (Bill)  Ashford  has  ac-  and  is  a  senior  at  Mississippi  College, 
cepted  the  call  as  pastor  to  Shady  He  will  be  married  in  June  to  Robin 
Grove  Church,  Magee.  Ashford  went  Cassibry. 
to  Magee  from  Anding  Church,  Ben- 

tonia.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  Jerry  Guess,  former  pastor  of  Plea- 
College  and  New  Orleans  Seminary,  sant  Hill  Church^  Leake  Association 
Ashford  is  married  to  the  former  has  moved  to  Qethsaida,  Neshoba 
Lesia  Singleton  of  Jackson,  and  they  Association.  He  has  been  on  the  new 
have  two  sons,  Nathan  and  Nicholas,  field  of  service  since  January  27. 


Roy  L.  Honeycutt,  president  of  Southern  Seminary  (C),  greets  William  Webb  of 
Meridian,  and  Melva  Clark,  an  MDiv/CE  student  from  Independence.  Webb  was  recent¬ 
ly  on  the  seminary  campus  to  attend  the  Alumni  Advisory  Council’s  annual  meeting. 
The  Alumni  Advisory  council  plans  fall  state  alumni  and  friends  reunions  and  assumes 
responsibility  for  raising  funds  to  support  the  seminary. 


opening  his  home  to  students  and 
their  families  ...” 


Sylvia  Green,  daughter  of  W.  L. 
Green  of  Crystal  Springs,  was 
honored  on  March  8  by  the  East 
Grand  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  for  25  years  of  service  as 
music  assistant  and  organist. 

_ _  Events  of  the  day  included 

Church,  Lauderdale  Association,  has  limousine  service  to  a  special  lun- 
recently  selected  Charles  “Mickey  ”  cheon  and  a  reception  in  the  church’s 
Sanders,  as  its  outstanding  layman  of  the  dining  room.  The  evening  worship 
year.  service  was  dedicated  to  Miss  Green’s 

Pictured,  are  Bob  Egbert,  Brotherhood  honor  as  the  church  sanctuary  was 
president,  (left),  presenting  a  plaque  to  filled  with  friends  who  heard  a  pro- 
Sanders  gram  of  tributes,  music,  and  stories 

Oakvale  Church  ordained  Eddie  relating  to  the  years  of  her  ministry. 
Myers  to  the  gospel  ministry  on  Mar.  The  church’s  gifts  included  a  console 
1.  The  church  had  called  him  as  in-  co,or  television  and  a  fur  coat, 
terim  pastor  in  January.  Miss  Green  studied  piano  in  Crystal 

A  student  at  New  Orleans  Springs  for  eleven  years  under  the 

- ,T  -j— s  Seminary,  Myers  is  married  to  the  teaching  of  Mrs.  T.  H.  Cook.  She 

Piusk:  leader;  Mrs.  Jo  former  Wanda  Kay  Jones.  They  have  received  a  bachelor  of  music  degree 
r  31r  i  ^  »  UrCh’  two  children,  Lori  and  Chet.  from  Mississippi  University  for 

J'  (”ar  ,s  e'  P35101^  Mark  Strum  gave  the  charge  to  the  Women  in  sacred  music, 

p.  Kosciusko:  Mar  candidate  and  David  Dewease  gave 
lar  Sunday  services,  the  charge  to  the  church, 
leal  at  noon;  Mon,  .  Myers  was  reared  in  Oakvale  and 

;  Jerry  Mixon,  First,  *s  son  ^°yce  Myers  and  the  late  Kimberly  Brady  will  be  featured  in 
;list:  Ken  Hedeeneth  Harold  Myers.  a  vocai  concert  of  sacred  music. 


David  Grant  to  speak  at 
Lowndes  sesquicentennial 


WMV»V  " nvuvi  no  iivii ik  n  .  .  n  ^  .  .  .  .  ...  . 

past  president*.  Saturday,  April  4.  The  ^av,d  R  Grant  of  Jackson,  will  be 

day’s  activities  will  begin  with  a  9:30  *>uest  speaker  for  the  Lowndes  Bap- 

Coffee  in  the  Lott  Fine  Arts  Building,  tjs^esquicentennial  Celebration  to 
with  the  Presidential  Recognition  held  at,  First 

Ceremony  to  follow  in  the  auditorium  ^  c  hurch,  Colum 

from  10  noon.  The  day’s  activities  will  B  us'  a*  2  30  P  m 

conclude  witha  lunch  in  the  cafeteria  j!  on  March  2^  Grant 

from  12-1  p  m  Those  to  be  honored  on  1S  Pastor  emeritus 

that  day  will  be:  A  A  Roebuck,  C.  Z.  Broadmoor 

Holland.  Freepian  May.  W  E  Greene,  Church,  Jackson. 

Lowery  Compere,  S  I,  Harris,  and  A  a  fo[mer 

C  Johnson  1  president  of  the 

: _  ^  Mississippi  Bap- 

Grant  tist  Convention. 

GARDEN  piTY,  N.Y.  (EP)  —  A  The  program  will  also  feature 
Gallup  poll  0f  a  national  sample  of  music  written  especially  for  the  occa- 
Catholics  shows  that  while  no  more  sion  by  Wilson  Henderson,  minister  of 
than  11  percent  expect  any  one  music  at  First  Church,  Columbus, 
change  to  take  place  in  the  church, 
changes  anticipated  by  most  will  in 
volve  liberalization,  rather  than  in¬ 
crease  conservatism. 


later  reorganized  along  county  lines. 
The  local  group  became  known  as 
Lowndes  County  Baptist  Association. 

A  history  of  the  association  is  being' 
written  by  D.  R.  Roach,  Baptist 
minister  and  teacher  from  Columbus. 
The  anniversary  observed  will 
culminate  in  special  services  at  the 
annual  associational  meeting  on  Oct. 
19-20,  1987.  Lowndes  Association, 
along  with  Clay  and  Oktibbeha 
Associations,  comprise  Golden 
Triangle  Baptist  Missions,  J.  C.  Mit¬ 
chell  is  director  of  missions. 

More  than  500  people  from  the  24 
member  churches  as  well  as  in¬ 
terested  persons  from  the  surroun- 
Organized  in  1837  as  the  Columbus  ding  counties  are  expected  to  attend 
Baptist  Association  with  churches  in  the  celebration  event,  according  to 
five  counties  of  Eastern  Mississippi  Roy  Hawkins,  chairman  of  the  an- 
and  Western  Alabama,  the  Baptists  niversary  celebration  committee. 


Baker. 


son,  pastor. 


Kreole  Avenue 
will  celebrate 
50th  year 

Kreole  Avenue  Church,  Moss  Point, 
will  celebrate  its  50th  anniversary 
with  a  homecoming  revival,  April  5-8. 
Each  of  the  revival  services  will  be 
led  by  a  former  pastor.  There  will  be 
a  dinner  on  the  grounds  immediately 
following  the  Sunday  morning  service. 

The  pastor  is  Arthur  Middleton.  The 
schedule  of  services  and  speakers 
follows. 

Sunday,  April  5 
10  a.m.  —  Joe  Blackwell 
2  p.m.  —  Wilbur  Hall 
Monday,  April  6 
7  p.m.  —  Dan  Hembree 
Tuesday,  April  7 
7  p.m.  —  Claude  Fortenberry 
Wednesday,  April  8 
7  p.m.  —  J.  P.  Kirkland 


Clint  and  Jarvis  Rose  Nichols  will 
be  guest  music  evangelists  Sunday 
a.m.  and  will  present  a  30-minute  con¬ 
cert  after  dinner  on  the  grounds. 


Tabernacle  Church,  1859  Old  Bran¬ 
don  Road,  Pearl  will  host  a  gospel 
singing,  March  27, 7:30  p.m.  Featured 
singers  will  be  the  Diplomat  Quartet 
and  Gina  Blackwell.  Paul  Lott  is 
pastor. 
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Persecuted 


seaman  jumps 
in  Mississippi  River 


Each  church  is  considering  a  suggested  minimum  goal  (Great  Com¬ 
mitment)  and  a  maximum  goal  (Greater  Commitment).  The  target 
range  gives  each  church  an  idea  of  what  is  required  to  achieve  success 
for  The  Mississippi  Mission.  Listed  below  are  the  results  of  churches 
reporting  this  week. 

Church  Goal  Pledged 

Shady  Grove,  Ripley  $5-6,000  $5,000 

Philadelphia,  Gore  Springs  $5-6,000  $6,000 

Edgeworth,  Eupora  $1-2,000  $2,000 

New  Providence,  Pitts  boro  $2-3,000  $4,200 

Louin,  Louin  $7-8,000  $7,000 

CONGREGATIONAL  GIFTS  DIVISION  TOTAL 
PLEDGED  TO  DATE  $2,484,953.17! 

Note:  this  figure  represents  pledges  from  five  percent  of  the  churches 
for  16  percent  of  the  $16,000,000  church  goal! 

How  are  the  churches  doing  it?  Churches  reporting  successful  achieve¬ 
ment  of  pledging  their  goals  have  emphasized  two  important  facts  with 
their  membership: 

•Use  the  individual  solicitation  method  and  in-house  local  church  cam¬ 
paign  rather  than  depending  mi  a  budget  allocation. 

•Emphasize  ways  of  giving  other  than  cash  to  pledge  challenge  goal, 
(insurance,  bequests  in  wills,  stocks,  bonds,  land,  and  other  personal 
property).  .* 

This  list  indicates  positive  response  of  churches  across  the  state  since 
the  March  19th  issue:  Region  B :  Eastport,  Iuka ;  Shady  Grove,  Ripley ; 
First  Baptist,  Nettleton ;  New  Providence,  Pittsboro;  First  Baptist,  Pon¬ 
totoc  Region  C:  Philadelphia.  Gore  Springs;  Edgeworth,  Eupora.  Region 
D :  Antioch,  Leakesville ;  Louin,  Louin  Region  E :  First  Church,  McComb. 
Region  F:  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 


in  the  Mississippi  River.  Now  he  wants  reports.  '  Lord.” 

to  train  for  the  ministry  and  return  to  Because  Ling  was  a  Christian,  the '  Ling  accepted  Christ  while  aboard 
his  homeland  as  a  pastor.  police  took  him  to  the  home  of  a  ship  in  Indonesia.  He  was  listening  to 

In  September  1986,  Ling’s  ship  was  Catholic  Vietnamese  family,  who,  a  Christian  radio  broadcast  when  “I 
anchored  near  New  Orleans  when  through  their  church,  arranged  for  told  God  I  want  to  offer  all  my  life  to 
another  crewman  threatened  his  life,  him  a  place  to  stay.  ‘They  gave  me  God  " 

The  “second  engineer  .  wanted  to  clothes  and  $60,  and  after  I  recieved  Two  years  ago,  he  was  baptized  in 
kill  me  because  I  continued  to  preach  a  Social  Security  number,  they  in-  his  village  in  Dashabu,  China,  and  38 
the  Good  News  to  my  countrymen,”  troduced  me  to  a  restaurant  to  work,”  other  Chinese  were  baptized  with  him 
Ling  recalls.  he  says.  “When  I  was  in  China,  the  Christian 

On  Saturday  morning,  Sept.  28,  as  When  Ling  told  the  people  who  church  in  China  was  increasing  rapid- 
the  second  engineer  attempted  to  kick  helped  him  he  was  Baptist,  they  ly,  but  no  pastor,  and  so  I  want  to  be 
down  Ling’s  locked  door,  “I  opened  my  brought  him  to  Elysian  Fields  Avenue  a  pastor,”  Ling  says, 
window,  and  jumped  into  the  river.”  Baptist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  The  The  main  reason  for  the  lack  of 
Speaking  in  broken  English,  Ling  pastor,  Jimmy  Dukes,  who  is  on  the  pastors,  he  explains,  is  a  lack  of 
says,  “Before  I  jumped,  I  prayed  three  faculty  of  New  Orleans  Baptist  theological  training,  especially 
times  to  the  Lord,  and  I  feel  if  I  jump  Theological  Seminary,  found  him  a  among  people  in  rural  villages, 
into  the  river,  I  will  be  protected  by  the  job  at  the  seminary.  Four  years  ago,  there  were  only  two 

Lord.  Everything  he  will  prepare  for  Ling  now  is  studying  to  pass  the  Christians  in  his  village;  now  there 
me”  high  school  graduation  equivalency  are  150.  “So  I  want  to  get  wisdom  here 

During  all  the  years  that  Ling  had  test  so  he  can  begin  studies  at  the  and  then  go  back  to  China  and  start 
been  a  seaman,  he  had  never  receiv-  seminary.  The  first  time  he  was  a  Christian  training  class  at  the  Chris 
ed  training  in  swimming.  On  this  par-  tested,  he  scored  high  in  mathematics  tian  theological  seminary,”  he  says, 
ticular  ship  however,  the  crew  was  re-  but  at  the  third  grade  level  in  other  The  threats  of  one  man  forced  Ling 
quired  to  have  swimming  lessons  areas.  One  month  later,  he  had  risen  to  jump  ship  in  an  attempt  to  save  his 
before  the  voyage.  to  the  sixth  grade  level.  own  life.  But  Ling  is  using  the  cir- 

The  training  proved  profitable  as  he  Ling  hopes  to  someday  obtain  an  cumstances  to  gain  theological  train- 
fought  the  rough  current  of  the  associate  of  divinity  degree  at  New  ing  so  he  can  return  as  a  pastor  and 
Mississippi  River  for  half  an  hour,  un-  Orleans  Seminary  and  return  as  a  help  train  other  pastors  in  his 
til  two  Vietnamese  fishermen  caught  pastor  to  China,  where  his  wife  and  homeland,  where,  he  says.  “I  want  to 
him:  ‘The  fishermen  asked  me,  ‘Do  child  remain.  follow  God’s  will.” 

you  have  any  money?’  I  said,  ‘No,  I’m 
penniless.  I  only  have  my  Bible  and  an 
English-Chinese  dictionary.’  They 
said,  ‘If  you  have  no  money,  you  will 
live  a  very  painful  life  here.’  ” 

Once  on  shore,  American  police 
handcuffed  -fc>i*g.  Since  he  just 


“Coming  of  Age”  will  feature 
book  study  for  senior  adults 


WHITE  SANDS  RETREAT 

17757  W.  ALT.  HWY.  98 

PANAMA  CITY  BEACH,  FL.  32407 

904-234-2193  $25/W/MEALS/DAY 


By  Jack  Gulledge 

The  fourth  and  final  event  to  Living  magazine, 
celebrate  the  COMING  OF  AGE  em-  This  project  is  also  designed  to  in- 
phasis  in  1986-87  will  feature  a  special  volve  more  senior  adults  in  the  senior 
study  of  the  book,  Coming  of  Age:  adult  diploma  studies.  The  number  of 
Senior  Adults  and  the  Churches,  dur-  persons  involved  in  these  studies  con¬ 
ing  August,  1987.  tinues  to  grow  yearly.  In  1983,  1,789 

Written  by  Horace  L.  Kerr,  super-  persons  were  engaged  in  studies 
visor  of  senior  adult  work  in  the  Fami-  toward  the  Senior  Adult  Leadership 
ly  Ministry  Department  of  the  Baptist  Diploma  and  Life  Enrichment 
Sunday  School  Board,  the  book  is  Diploma  for  Senior  Adults;  in  1984  the 
designed  to  challenge  both  senior  number  more  than  doubled  to  3,877.  In 
adults  and  churches  to  maximize  the  1985,  the  number  increased  to  6,253. 
opportunities  of  ministry  to  this  grow-  The  goal  for  1987  is  10,000. 
ing  and  rapidly  changing  segment  of  Books  may  ^  purchased  from  Bat> 

o  aer  adults.  tist  Book  stores  or  ordered  from 

In  order  to  ra.se  awareness  every  Materials  services  Department,  127 
church  is  encouraged  to  select  a  Ninth  Avenue  North  Nashville,  ^ „ - 
period  during  August,  1987,  and  con-  nessee  37234  Cost  and  order  form  is 
duct  a  group  study  of  this  large-print  in  the  Church  Materiais  Catalog  listed 
book  for  senior  adiUts  and  senior  adult  under  senior  adult  materials. 


Saturday,  April  4,  1987 

Sunday  School  Seminar 


Weekly  Workers’ 
Meeting 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Saturday,  April  4,  1987 
9:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

for  pastors,  ministers  of  education,  Sunday 
school  directors,  all  age  group  workers 

Conferences  Leaders 

Preschool  Department/Division  Directors  Peggy  Ward 
Preschool  Workers  Barbara  Yarbrough 

Children’s  Department/Division  Directors  Patti  Edwards 
Children’s  Workers  Susan  Bryant 

Youth  Department/Division  Directors  Wisty  Denton 

Youth  Workers  Joanie  Andrews 

Adult  Department/Division  Directors  Gordon  Donahoe 

Adult  Workers  Mike  McCool 

General  Officers  —  Small  Churches  James  Webster 

General  Officers  —  Large  Churches  Ken  Dean 

Sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School  Department,  Keith  Wilkinson,  Director 

Saturday,  April  4,  1987 


MALATESTA  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Complete  funeral  and 
casket  —  $895.00.  Call  366-6565. 


CAMP  AGAPE  now  renting  for 
spring  and  summer.  Cabins  for  40 
by  spring-fed  lake.  Located  near 
Taylorsville.  Call  Stan  Hoven  at 
649-0444. 


Court  acquits  street  evangelists 

CHAMBERSBURG,  Penn.  (EP)  —  speech  merely  because  some  find  it 
Judge  John  Keller  has  acquitted  two  annoying,”  explained  Larry  Crain,  a 
street  evangelists  of  disorderly  con-  staff  attorney  for  Rutherford  Institute, 
duct  charges,  ruling  that  20-second  a  Virginia-based  legal  organization 
sermons  shouted  at  motorists  stopped  specializing  in  religious  liberty  issues, 
for  a  traffic  light  were  constitutionally 

protected  Madonna  Manor 

The  arresting  officer  said  that 
Timothy  Schuler  and  David  Strode,  needs  Hymnals 
both  of  the  Christian  Bible  Anabaptist  J 

Church,  were  “too  loud.”  But  the  judge  Madonna  Manor  of  Jackson  is  in 
said  pedestrians  and  motorists  could  need  of  25-30  hymnals.  The  Mississippi 
walk  away  or  roll  up  their  car  win-  Baptist  Church  Music  Department  is 
dows  if  they  objected  to  the  speakers,  asking  for  hymnals  from  any  church 

“The  court’s  decision  cleared  up  which  has  spare  hymnals  or  which 
any  misconception  that  people  can  be  still  has  the  1986  edition  after  buying 
(successfully]  prosecuted  for  exercis-  the  new  hymnals.  Phone  the  Church 
ing  their  constitutional  right  to  free  Music  office  at  968-3800. 


CONTINUING  EDUCATION  for 
pastors  and  staff  through  in¬ 
dividual  study  offered  by  Southern 
Baptist  Center  for  Biblical  Studies. 
5238  San  Juan  Avenue,  Jackson¬ 
ville.  FL  32210.  1(904)384-8440.  Call 
or  write  for  information. 


FOR  SALE:  CUSTOM  BALDWIN 
model  6  ORGAN.  2  manuals.  32 
pedals.  AGO  specs.  Chime  celesta, 
harp  carillon/chiff.  Mint  condition. 
In  church  organist  home.  $5500.00 
(601)  587-7813. 


S ’eastern  elects  first 
woman  theology  prof 


Devotional 


When  God 


the  church 


measures 


(Continued  from  page  3)  convention  as  messengers  at  tneir 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Ttexas,  where  own  expense, 
he  received  master  of  divinity  and  TYustees  were  told  the  seminary  has 
doctor  of  philosophy  degrees.  had  a  policy  of  sending  at  least  four 

Southeastern  President  W.  Randall  faculty  members  each  year,  on  a  rota- 

A  rather  large  man  asked  his  wife,  "Honey,  have  you  seen  my  belt  around  Lolley  said  he  supported  the  election  tion  system,  to  maintain  contact  with 

e  house0"  Looking  at  his  fat  tummy  she  replied,  “It  is  big  enough  to  go  of  both  DeBrand  and  Barnes  and  was  the  convention  actions.  That  policy 

•ound  the  house  surprised  by  the  decision  to  close  the  will  be  discontinued  in  1988  because 

j  When  God  measures  a  person  he  always  puts  the  tape  doors  to  all  but  trustees,  Lolley  and  of  budget  considerations.  However, 
laround  the  heart.  Academic  Dean  Morris  Ashcraft.  some, staffers  will  continue  to  attend 

|  First,  God  measures  the  pulpit  —  the  preaching  ministry  James  R.  DeLoach,  a  church  ad-  the  annual  meeting  because  of 

of  the  church.  A  church  is  no  stronger  than  its  preaching  ministrator  from  Houston,  Texas,  and  responsibilities  in  relation  to  the 

ministry.  The  church  cannot  survive  without  a  strong  chairman  of  the  instructional  com-  seminary’s  booth,  the  alumni  lun- 

pulpit.  When  the  pulpit  fails,  civilizations  crumble.  mittee  which  had  recommended  the  cheon  and  participation  in  various 

A  man  said  to  G.  Campbell  Morgan,  “The  preacher  must  two  new  faculty  members  for  election,  professional  meetings, 
catch  the  spirit  of  the  age."  ,  said  he  favored  the  closed-door  ses-  In  the  discussion  of  the  report,  the 

Morgan  replied,  “God  forgive  him  if  he  does.  The  sion.  “In  an  executive  session,  there  point  was  made  that  the  trustees 
preacher’s  job  is  not  to  catch  the  spirit  of  the  age  but  rather  may  be  things  brought  up  that  are  could  not  determine  who  would  go  as 
Roberts  correct  the  spirit  of  the  age."  detrimental  to  the  individual,”  a  messenger  because  that  was  a  mat- 

P  T.  Forsyth  said.  “With  its  preaching,  Christianity  stands  or  falls  ’’  DeLoach  said.  ter  for  the  local  church  to  decide. 

Plato  said.  "We  wait  for  someone,  be  he  a  god  or  a  God-inspired  man  to  In  another  disputed  action  during  A  budget  for  1987-88  was  approved 
me  show  us  the  way,  and  take  away  the  darkness  from  our  eyes."  the  two-day  trustee  meeting,  board  in  the  amount  of  $5.88  million,  a  reduc- 

Secondly,  God  measures  the  altar  —  The  consecration  of  the  church.  members  voted  18-4  to  adopt  “A  Plan  tion  of  about  $28,000  from  the  1986-87 
A  man  announces  he  is  a  Christian  and  the  whole  world  has  a  right  to  ex-  of  Action,"  presented  by  Lolley.  The  budget.  Some  adjustments  were  in 
tct  something  different  from  him.  However,  many  pray,  “Lord,  make  me  plan  pledges  to  encourage  balance  student  fees  and  costs  of  housing. 

and  fairness  in  seminary  teaching  and  Southern  Baptist  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
to  refrain  from  “caricaturing  or  in-  gram  funds  are  projected  at  $3.98 
timidating  anyone  because  of  their  million  as  income  for  the  1987-88 
beliefs.”  budget,  67.67  percent  of  the  total 

According  to  Lolley,  the  “Plan  of  Ac-  operational  expense  of  the  seminary, 
tion”  is  an  effort  to  address  concerns  There  were  no  salary  increases  for 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  employees,  but  action  was  taken  to 
Peace  Committee,  a  22-member  panel  give  a  “2  percent  bonus”  later  in  the 
which  is  attempting  to  find  ways  to  year  if  income  and  finances  make  it 
resolve  the  seven-year  theological-  possible. 

political  controversy  in  the  SBC.  The  next  meeting  of  the  trustees  on 

In  October,  the  six  seminary  campus  will  be  Oct.  12-13,  1987. 
presidents  presented  a  statement  to  (Material  for  this  article  was  pro- 
the  Peace  Committee  at  Glorieta,  vided  by  Diane  Winston,  religion 
N.M..  which  affirmed  the  Bible  “is  not  writer  for  the  Raleigh  News  and 


The  Doctrine 
of  Prayer 

You  can  know  what  the  Bible  teaches 
about  prayer  and  how  to  develop  a 
more  effective  prayer  life.  The  1967 
Doctrine  study  on  prayer  features  the 
adult  book  The  Doctrine  of  Prayer  by 
T.  W.  Hunt.  This  year’s  doctrine  study, 
which  includes  books  for  all  age 
groups,  will  emphasize: 

•  i  n®  t ou naa lions  ot  prayer 

•  Jesus— our  example  for  prayer 

•  The  Holy  Spirit  -  our  helper  in 


These  six  age  group  books  on  prayer 
and  the  teaching  workbook  on  prayer 
can  work  together  to  provide  you  what 
you  are  wanting  in  doctrine  study  and 
developing  of  believers.  Plan  now  for 
the  doctrine  study  April  21-25  or 
whenever  it  fits  your  schedule.  Plan 
now  to  know  what  the  Bible  teaches 
about  prayer. 


spirit  oi  lvixssion  iej 
builds  305  churches 


Cali  or  write 

Church  Training  Department 

P.O  Box  530 

Jackson,  MS  39205 

(601)  968-3800  ' 


DALLAS  i  BP  >  —  The  spirit  of  Mis-  they  went, 
sion  Texas  that  resulted  in  a  record-  McLaughlin's  mother  hadn’t  picked 
breaking  305  new  churches  last  year  cotton  in  years,  but  she  stayed  with  it 
first  touched  Charles  McLaughlin  and  picked  200  pounds  a  day. 
when  he  was  a  child  in  Lamar  Street  "I  saw  her  hands  scratched  and 
Church  in  Sweetwater.  Texas,  where  bleeding,  and  I  saw  the  tears  coming 
his  father  was  pastor  during  the  Great  down  her  cheeks,  but  I  knew  they  were 
Depression  not  tears  of  pain,"  McLaughlin  recall- 

McLaughlin.  who  will  retire  in  April  ed  recently.  “They  were  tears  of  con- 
after  23  years  as  director  of  the  Bap-  cern  for  the  church  that  she  loved  with 
list  General  Convention  of  Tfexas  State  all  of  her  heart." 

Missions  Commission,  recalls  times  The  church  was  saved,  and  many 
were  hard  and  the  congregation  was  years  later  McLaughlin  recounted  the 
unable  to  make  loan  payments.  It  was  incident  to  a  young  pastor  of  a  West 
a  terrible  blow  when  the  mortgage  Texas  Baptist  church.  He  saw  the 
company  threatened  to  foreclose  and  tears  come  into  the  young  pastor's 
take  the  church  building.  eyes,  and  the  man  said,  "I  didn't  come 

McLaughlin  s  mother  was  grief-  from  a  Christian  home.  It  was  that 
stricken.  She  told  his  father.  "We  must  church  which  reached  out  and  told  me 
save  this  church.  Why  don't  we  ask  the  about  Jesus  and  won  me  to  faith  in 
people,  boys  and  girls-,  young  people,  him. 

and  everybody.  togotaRoscoe  (seven  “It  was  in  that  church  that  I  was 
miles  away);  and  all  of  us  will  pick  baptized  and  called  to  preach.  They 
cotton  Everything  we  make  will  go  ordained  me.  they  sent  me  out,  they 
into  saving  this  church."  prayed  for  me,  they  encouraged  me. 

Her  husband  didn’t  think  he  would  Everything  that  I  am  and  have,  I  owe 
be  a  very  good  leader  because  he  was  to  the  Lamar  Street  Baptist  Church, 
out  of  shape  and  hadn't  picked  cotton  If  it  had  not  been  for  your  mother 
in  a  long  time,  but  he  responded  to  his  picking  cotton .  I  might  not  be  here  to- 
wife's  pleas  And  to  the  cotton  fields  day." 


PROGRAMMER 


The  Home  Mission  Board  has  an  im 
mediate  opening  for  an  applica 
tions  programmer. 


In  other  actions,  the  administration 
presented  a  report  of  people  employed 
by  the  seminary  who  attended  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  as  messengers  with  their 
expenses  wholly  or  partially  paid  by 
the  seminary. 

The  information  came  in  response 
to  a  motion  made  during  the  1986  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  SBC  which  said 
employees  of  any  agency  of  the  SBC 
would  be  welcomed  as  messengers  to 
the  annual  meeting  only  if  their  own 
expenses  are  paid  by  themselves  or  by 
their  individual  churches  or  local 
associations. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  1986 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  meeting,  but  several  agencies  have 
Board.  _  reported  concerning  their  policies  on 

Plans  were  made  to  work  with  the  paying  expenses  of  staffers  who  at- 
Baptist  Union  of  India  in  the  future,  tend  the  annual  meetings. 

During  the  nightly  crusades  there  Southeastern’s  report  showed  12 
were  more  than  5,000  professions  in  people  had  attended  the  convention  in 
faith,  and  thousands  were  helped  1986  in  Atlanta  at  seminary  expense, 
through  the  medical  clinics  conducted  10  of  whom  also  were  messengers, 
daily  by  the  team.  The  seminary  paid  one-half  of  the  ex- 

Cox  is  a  native  of  Mississippi,  and  pense  for  two  others  who  also  were 
was  ordained  by  the  Corinth  Baptist  elected  messengers  by  their  local  con- 
Church  in  Nicholson.  He  attended  gregations  Eight  people  on  the 
Clarke  College.  Southeastern  payroll  attended  the 


Qualified  applicants  need  pro¬ 
gramming  experience  in  on-line 
multi-programming  environment 
with  one  to  two  years  in  COBOL. 
Hewlett-Packard  3000/70  experi¬ 
ence  a  plus. 


Become  part  ot  an  aggressive  DP 
shop  committed  to  excellence  in 
service.  Send  resume  to: 

EMPLOYMENT  SERVICES  *  ^ 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD,  SBC  \ 

1350  SPRING  ST  NW 
ATLANTA,  GA  30367 


Jimmy  Allen  will  keynote  broadcasters’  meeting 


aptist  Convention  gramming  for  Radio  and  Television  The  registration  and  luncheon  cost 
and  Follow-Up;”  Pam  McEwen,  is  $7.50 per  person.  Please  give  name. 
Out  there?  A  profile  technical  director.  First  Church,  address,  phone  number,  and  total 
roadcasting  audience  Jackson;  Ian  Richardson,  pro-  number  of  registrants  when  mailing 
evision;”  Billy  Lytal,  ducer/director,  Channel  16  in  in  registration.  Deadline  for  registra- 
apartment  of  com-  Jackson;  Bob  Cade,  associate  pro-  tion  is  April  1.  Registration  fees 
Mississippi  College,  fessor,  Radio/Television/Film  should  be  mailed  to  Farrell  Blanken- 
ishop,  professor  of  Department.  University  of  Southern  ship,  Jackson.  MS  39205,  sponsor  of 
versity  of  Southern  Mississippi  the  event. 

chairman  of  televi-  Other  Mississippi  Baptists  in 

First  Church,  Hat-  The  meeting  is  for  all  Mississippi  Broadcasting  committee  members 
na  Jackson,  vice-  Baptists  in  broadcasting  on  radio,  serving  with  Blankenship  for  this 
win  Group  Adver-  television  and  cable,  or  who  are  in-  event  are  Jim  Bishop;  Bob  Nance, 
kson.  terested  in  being  a  part  of  the  Cleveland;  Billy  Lytal,  Merle 

oca  1  Spots  and  Pro-  meeting.  Guyton;  and  Steve  Guidry,  Jackson. 


Baptists  mobilize 
relief  for  Ecuador 


The  annual  Mississippi  Baptist 
Secretaries'  Conference  will  take 
place  *Apr.  13-14  at  Clinton's  Camp 
Garaywa. 

Features  of  this  year's  meeting  in¬ 
clude  classes  dealing  with  staff  rela¬ 
tionships.  "being  professional.”  time 
management,  and  office  manage¬ 
ment.  A  session  is  included  concern¬ 
ing  computer  basics. 

There  will  be  skill  workshops  for 
secretaries  of  pastors,  finance, 
associations,  agencies,  and  for 
general  secretaries. 

Speakers  include  Paul  Jones,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission, 
and  Bill  Sellers,  annuity  associate, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board 

There  will  be  a  style  show  and  a 
choral  group,  each  soliciting  par¬ 
ticipants  from  the  secretaries 
attending. 

A  Secretarial  Association  banquet 
will  take  place  at  6:30  p.m..  Apr.  13. 

The  registration  fee  is  $2.50.  For 
those  who  eat  all  the  meals  planned 
and  stay  at  Garaywa,  the  cost  will  be 
$20.  Write  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  Box 
530,  Jackson.  Miss.  39205. 


.^By  Marty  Croll 

QUITO,  Ecuador  tBP) -Southern  After  a  drive  into  the  area  closest 
Baptist  missionaries  and  Ecuadorian  to  the  quake’s  epicenter,  Tye  and  God- 
Baptists  set  up  warehouse  space  to  soe  reported  that  Ecuadorians  were 
receive  about  40  tons  of  food,  blankets,  still  afraid  to  go  back  inside  their 
clothing  and  tools  from  Southern  Bap-  homes  more  than  a  week  after  the 
tists  as  they  mobilized  earthquake  tremors  They  were  sleeping  outside 
relief.  in  the  rain  and  under  makeshift 

A  three-member  disaster  relief  shelter, 
team  headed  by  Cameron  Byler  from  Most  of  the  people  Doyle  talked  to 
the  denomination's  Brotherhood  Com-  were  settlers  who  had  moved  from  the 
mission  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  planned  more  populous  western  sector  of  the 
to  leave  Miami,  with  the  provisions  by  country,  nearer  the  Atlantic  coast,  in¬ 
commercial  cargo  jet  March  18.  to  the  area  around  the  eastern  oil 
Ecuadorian  Baptists  and  mis-  fields.  They  had  built  farms  and  ran- 
sionaries  will  distribute  food  in  Quito,  ches  as  the  oil  industry  grew.  “When 
where  many  of  the  thousands  left  the  mudslides  came,  they  just  lost 
homelesS^are  living  with  relatives,  everything,"  Doyle  said.  “The  ones  I 
They  plan  to  use  food  distribution  as  talked  to  were  going  back  toward  the 
a  way  to  share  the  gospel.  coast,  to  Quito  or  to  Guayaquil.” 

The  disaster  team  also  will  work  Officials  used  Lago  Agrio  as  a  stag- 
with  two  missionaries  who  set  up  a  ing  area  where  refugees  were  fed  and 
communications  center  in  Lago  Agrio,  loaded  into  planes  bound  for  Quito, 
a  town  east  of  the  affected  area.  The  Many  of  them  walked  for  days  from 
team  will  be  examining  the  need  for  villages  off  the  main  road  before  be- 
additional  volunteers  from  state  ing  airlifted  by  helicopter.  Southern  Kosciusko  for  the  annual  Crusader  ventriloquist 
Brotherhood  organizations,  who  could  Baptist  missionaries  worked  with  Day.  Following,  the  9  a.m.  registra-  Fivehundr 

help  rebuild  homes  and  schools.  bther  Christian  groups  to  provide  tion,  the  day  will  be  filled  with  ac-  join  in  the  ev< 

Officials  said  1,000  people  were  nightly  worship  services  and  spiritual  tivities  such  as  R.  A.  racers,  field  3  p.m.  Registi 

either  dead  or  missing  after  two  counseling  at  the  Lago  Agrio  airport,  events,  knot  tying,  speak-out,  and  Mississippi  B 

powerful  quakes  shook  mountain  Doyle  said  he  knew  of  one  family  of  various  campcraft  activities.  The  Box  530,  Jack 

snowcaps  loose  and  sent  water,  mud  14  that  walked  toward  a  main  road  highlight  of  the  day  will  be  the  pro-  for  the  day  is 

and  debris  sliding  into  river  valleys  from  deep  in  the  interior.  They  had 

March  5  and  6.  Sludge  and  floods  in-  eaten  nothing  for  two  days  and  had  no  ri  E  pypll  q  ri  (rp  TYV 

undated  entire  villages,  swept  away  money  to  buy  food.  They  came  with  -»-  I  CALIldlltC  II1( 

whole  sections  of  road,  and  snapped  only  the  clothes  they  were  wearing  .continued  tram  page  31  work  in  Mex 

the  minify  s  most  important  oil  line  and  die  children  were  barefoot  The  coramlsslon  i5  „„  an  arm  where  lhe  p* 

as  the  overflow  rumbled  down  the  woman  was  carrying  a  baby  on  her  .  / „ 

eastern  face  of  the  Andes  Mountains  back  They  were  given  oatmeal  at  the  of  any  political  group  ,n  the  conven-  North  and  & 

and  into  the  Amazon  River  basin.  relief  station  in  Lago  Agrio  as  they  _  , _ _  M ...  - 


This  group  of  Royal  Ambassadors  has  already  been  practicing  for  the  day’s  events 
at  Crusader  Day,  April  4.  They  are  the  E.  C  Farr  and  Sam  and  Ginny  Cannata  RA 
chapters  from  Second  Church,  Greenville.  RAs  and  leaders  pictured,  in  front:  Darrel 
Sparks;  bottom  of  van,  Tim  Reynolds,  Mack  Rooney,  Jason  Mann,  James  Hardin, 
Trace  Scrivner;  in  door,  Randy  Cole,  Clint  Scrivner,  David  Evans;  on  top,  Shawn 
Thomas,  Chris  Watford,  Craig  Hydrick,  Todd  Ervin,  Adam  Norris,  Frank  Knight,  and 
David  Cole.  Leaders  not  pictured  are  Bubba  Hardin  and  J.  H  Kerr 


MY  HEART  A  HIDING  PLACE. 
Reflections  from  th«j.  Psalms  by 
Paul  O.  Lee  ( Christian  Literature 
Crusade,  368  pp.,  paper)  These 
meditations  on  the  Psalms  are 
designed  as  a  guide  to  worship. 
There  is  a  brief  devotional 
message  centered  on  a  text  from 
one  of  the  Psalms  every  day  for  of 
a  Near  The  hymns  of  Israel,  as  well 
as  many  of  the  modern  hymns, 
draw  on  poetry  from  the  psalms 
Says  the  author,  "It  is  this  writer’s 
desire  that  each  believer  shall  give 
himself  to  the  pure  joy  of  worship¬ 
ping  God  in  the  manner  described 
in  the  Book  of  Psanns  " 

Paul  O.  Lee  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College,  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  and  Luther  Rice 
Seminary.  He  has  served  as  pastor 
for  36  years.  He  is  pastor  now  of 
Fairmont  Central  Baptist  Church, 
Pasadena,  Texas.  Also  he  is  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Master  's  Men, 
a  worldwide  ministry.  —  AWM 


Morris  sentenced  to  death 
by  hanging;  appeal  granted 


Thursday,  March  26,  198 
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SANNIQUELLIE,  Liberia  (BP)  —  vent  him  from  molesting Ttachel.  missionary  has  attributed  his  ability 

A  sentence  of  death  by  hanging  was  Senter  was  from  Shelby,  N£.  to  fo^'v^or™^  in 

pronounced  March  19  for  Benjamin  A  15-member  jury  convicted  Morris  his  behalf  by  Southern  Baptists. 

M.  Morris,  a  Liberian  found  guilty  of  March  6  after  hearing  five  days  of  senter  and  his  son  have  determin- 
murdering  Southern  Baptist  mis-  testimony  from  nine  prosecution  ^  to  stay  on  the  mission  field.  His 
sionary  Libby  Senter  and  her  witnesses  and  Morris.  Morris  admit-  response  to  Morris  has  become  a 
daughter,  Rachel.  ted  in  court  to  the  murders.  But  depar-  poWerfui  witness  across  Liberia. 

But  Morris  has  appealed  and  has  l^fte^shusband^George  had  hired  0ne  Nimba  County  church  had  split 
been  granted  another  trial  during  the  hjm  tQ  commit  them  under  further  over  internal  dissension.  But  In  a  re- 
October  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  mipstionine  Morris  contradicted  cent  meetm8  the  two  sldes  reu™t_ed 
said  Bradley  Brown,  chairman  of  the  himself  on  the  dates  involved  Jurors  after  a  woman  said  of  Senter,  “This 
67  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  . 7erdicf  to l^ltaTS  man  has  forgiven  a  man  who  wiped 

working  in  Liberia.  Brown  said  he  indicating  they  dismissed  out  his  fami>y  Surely  we  can  for^ve 

heart  the  news  over  national  radio  fch  T  ara)  »atcl'  up  0Ur  d“- 

station  ELBC.  George  Senter,  who  grew  up  in  ferences  . 

In  pronouncing  the  sentence,  Circuit  North  Garden,  Va.,  and  worked  in  In  the  village  of  Ypain,  a  young  Bap- 
Court  Judge  Timothy  Swope  said  the  Evansville,  Ind.,  before  his  appoint-  tist  man  Senter  had  been  working 
evidence  was  overwhelming  against  ment  as  a  missionary,  is  a  field  with  was  at  the  point  of  quitting  the 
Morris,  and  in  keeping  with  Liberian  evangelist  and  has  been  working  to  ministry  because  of  the  difficulties  he 
law  Morris  should  be  hanged  from  6  g^rt  and  strengthen  churches  in  encountered  there.  But  when  he  saw 
a  m.  to  6  p.m.  April  6,  Brown  reported,  about  20  villages  in  Nimba  County.  Senter  staying  in  Liberia  after  the 
Swope  directed  the  sheriff  to  prepare  Mrs.  Senter  actively  participated  in  tragedy,  he  resolved  to  stay  with  his 
for  hanging  proceedings,  awaiting  a  her  husband’s  work.  The  Senters  had  ministry. 

death  warrant  to  be  issued  by  Presi-  jived  in  Yekepa  since  they  became  For  his  part,  Senter  admits  he  still 
dent  Samuel  K.  Doe.  foreign  missionaries  in  1980.  fights  bad  feelings  about  Morris, 

Morris  32  was  arrested  Nov.  27  The  court  proceedings'  have  whom  he  and  his  wife  had  tried  to  help 
near  the  Liberian  border  with  Ivory  “engendered  widespread  interest,”  by  giving  him  a  place  to  stay.  But  he 
Coast  after  Senter,  47,  and  her  Brown  said.  Some  of  that  interest  realizes  it  will  do  him  no  good  to  har- 
daughter  were  found  dead  in  their  grew  out  of  the  much-publicized  bor  bitterness  toward  the  man.  “I  had 
Yekepa,  Liberia,  home.  He  later  con-  forgiveness  George  Senter  expressed  to  talk  to  God,  and  l  have  to  talk  with 
fessed  orally  and  in  writing  that  he  to  Morris  just  before  Morris’  initial  him  every  now  and  then  about  it.  You 
killed  the  two  after  Senter  tried  to  pre-  confession.  In  published  reports,  the  have  to  deal  with  it.” 


Missionary  George  Senter  shares  a  moment  of  grief  and  hope  with  Baptist  layman 
Mike  Gono.  Returning  from  study  abroad,  Gono  had  just  heard  of  the  November  kill¬ 
ings  of  Libby  Senter  and  her  daughter.  Rachel.  He  began  to  weep  when  he  en¬ 
countered  Senter  on  a  street  in  Yekepa.  Liberia  Mrs.  Senter  taught  him  both  Bible 
and  how  to  read  the  Mano  language.  (BP)  PHOTO  by  Warren  Johnson. 


Home  Mission  Board  hears 
challenge  to  reach,  cities 

By  Joe  West  bury 


Education  secretary  backs 
modified  voucher  proposed 

By  Kathy  Palen 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  plan  to  win 
America's  cities  to  Christ  was  greeted 
with  unanimous  supisort  from  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board  in  Atlanta. 

Highlights  of  the  new  emphasis  call 
for  extending  the  board's  Mega  Focus 
Cities  program  of  evangelizing  the  na¬ 
tion's  metropolitan  areas,  starting 
more  black  and  ethnic  churches,  ad¬ 
ding  evangelism  personnel  in  major 
cities  and  creating  ways  to  finance 
church  buildings  and  sites. 

The  new  direction  is  a  response  to 
action  taken  during  the  board's  Oc¬ 
tober  meeting,  when  directors  asked 
the  agency  “to  explore  to  the  fullest" 
reacHing  America's  cities  with  the 
gospel,  explained  Bob  Banks,  interim 
chief  executive  officer. 

The  evangelistic  thrust,  unveiled 
during  a  banquet  attended  by  230 
HMB  directors,  spouses  and  staff 
members,  was  backed  with  a  media 
presentation  compiled  by  the  agency’s 
research  and  metropolitan  missions 
departments  and  evangelism  and 
missions  sections. 

“Never  has  the  challenge  in  the 
cities  been  greater.  They  are  filling  up 
.  with  people  from  every  country  and 
from  every  religion  in  the  world  —  the 
world  has  come  to  us,"  Banks  stress-, 
ed.  “We  have  no  time  to  lose.  The 
cities  await  the  message  of  Jesus,  and 
may  I  suggest  that  unless  we  are  suc¬ 
cessful  in  reaching  our  cities  for 
Christ,  we  will  lose  America.  Even 
our  foreign  mission  enterprise  may  be 
in  jeopardy  in  the  days  ahead." 

The  board  will  boost  awareness  of 
the  need  to  reach  the  cities  during  its 


report  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  June.  It  also  will  reinforce  the 
plan  at  Ridgecrest  ( N.C. )  and  Glorieta 
(N.M.)  Baptist  Conference  Centers 
this  summer. 

In  a  rejwrt  on  the  &i  es,  board 
members  were  introduced  to  the  pro¬ 
cess  by  which  the  agency  hopes  to 
evangelize  the  44  metropolitan 
centers,  where  51  percent  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  residents  live.  Each  of  the  cities 
targeted  have  at  least  one  million 
residents,  said  Larry  Rose,  associate 
director  of  the  metropolitan  missions 
department. 

The  nation's  two  largest  cities  — 
New  York  and  Los  Angeles  and  their 
suburbs  —  contain  more  than  30 
million  people,  equal  to  the  combin¬ 
ed  populations  of  eight  Southern 
states  where  the  denomination  has 
17,000  churches. 

Yet,  only  500  Southern  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  exist  in  those  cities  —  one  for 
every  63,000  people  —  while  the  eight 
states  have  one  church  for  every  2,000 
residents,  said  Clay  Price,  director  of 
program  research  for  the  research 
division. 

Mega  Focus  Cities,  a  program  to 
evangelize  the  cities  that  was  to  be 
phased  out  in  1991,  has  been  extend¬ 
ed  through  the  year  2000  under  the 
new  emphasis.  The  renewed  program 
unites  the  board’s  missions  and 
evangelism  sections  under  the  joint 
goal  of  reaching  the  cities  for  Christ. 

Joe  Westbury  writes  for  HMB. 


Harrison  Henderson 


Training  meets 
planned  for 
college  leaders 

Three  training  sessions  have  been 
planned  for  workers  with  college 
students  in  the  local  church.  The 
meetings,  called  “College  Concern,” 
will  take  place  Apr.  27  at  First  Church, 
Cleveland;  Apr.  28  at  First  Church, 
Jackson;  and  Apr.  30  at  First  Church, 
Gulfport.  Each  will  be  from  7-9  p.m. 

The  conferences  will  focus  on 
reaching  and  teaching  students 
through  the  Bible  study  program  of 
the  church.  Sjjonsored  by  the  Sunday 
School  and  Student  Work  departments 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  the  meetings  are  designed  for 
ministers  of  youth,  education,  and 
volunteers  such  as  Sunday  School 
teachers  and  outreach  leaders. 

Speakers  for  the  meetings  include 
Ircel  Harrison  and  Gene  Henderson 
Harrison  is  associate  in  student  work 
for  the  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention. 
He  is  a  former  BSU  director  at 
Mississippi  State  University.  Hender¬ 
son  is  an  editor  in  the  adult  section  of 
the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board.  He  edits  Life 
and  Work  and  VBS  materials. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  - 
Acknowledging  congressional  opposi¬ 
tion  to  his  original  education  voucher 
pro|X)sal,  Secretary  of  Education 
William  J.  Bennett  appeared  before  a 
Senate  subcommittee  to  urge  con¬ 
sideration  of  a  new  “limited  voucher” 
plan. 

The  use  of  “Compensatory  Educa¬ 
tion  Certificates”  (CECs)  is  an  option 
called  for  by  the  Reagan  Administra¬ 
tion’s  proposal  for  reauthorization  of 
the  Education  Consolidation  and  Im¬ 
provement  Act  of  1981,  which  is  due  for 
congressional  action.  Through  the  two 
chapters  of  that  statute,  the  federal 
government  provides  funds  to  meet 
special  educational  needs  of 
economically  and  educalionally 
disadvantaged  children  and  to  im¬ 
prove  the  overall  quality  of  elemen¬ 
tary  and  secondary  education. 

In  November  1985,  Bennett  in¬ 
troduced  a  voucher  proposal  that 
would  have  allowed  parents  of  disad¬ 
vantaged  children  to  obtain  vouchers 
that  could  be  “spent”  at  the  public  or 
private  school  of  the  parents’  choos¬ 
ing  for  special  compensatory  ser¬ 
vices,  general  tuition  or  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  two.  Under  current  Chapter 
1  guidelines,  federal  funds  go  to  public 
schools  providing  compensatory  ser¬ 
vices  for  eligible  children. 

Bennett  told  the  Senate  Subcommit¬ 
tee  on  Education,  Arts  and 
Humanities  the  new  proposal  would 
allow  state  and  local  education  agen¬ 
cies  to  decide  whether  to  use  CECs, 
emphasizing  the  certificates  “would 
not  be  available  to  parents  on  de¬ 


mand.” 

The  secretary  said  the  modified 
vouchers  could  be  redeemed  for  com¬ 
pensatory  services  only,  not  for 
general  tuition. 

In  addition  to  increasing  parental 
choice  by  allowing  parents  who 
receive  CECs  to  determine  at  which 
school  they  would  redeem  the  cer¬ 
tificates,  the  new  proposal  also  would 
“femedy  discrepancies  in  assistance 
to  disadvantaged  private  school 
children  caused  by  the  Supreme 
Court’s  Felton  decision,”  Bennett  said. 

In  that  decision,  the  Supreme  Court 
held  unconstitutional  New  York  City’s 
program  of  sending  public  school 
employees  into  private  schools  to  pro¬ 
vide  specialized  services  under 
Chapter  1.  Since  the  decision  was 
handed  down  in  1985,  Bennett 
repeatedly  has  vowed  to  find  a  way 
around  it.  L  - 

Bennett  testified  the  number  of 
private  school  children  participating 
in  Chapter  1  has  declined  by  about  20 
percent  since  the  Felton  decision  and 
the  cost  of  serving  those  students  has 
increased  significantly. 

“Our  proposal  would  help  restore 
services  to  private  school  children  by 
enabling  school  districts  to  issue  Com¬ 
pensatory  Education  Certificates  and 
by  requiring  state  education  agencies 
to  step  in  and  correct  deficiencies  in 
local  districts  that  do  not  provide  ef¬ 
fective  and  equitable  services  to 
private  school  children,”  Bennett  said. 

Kathy  Palen  writes  for  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Jesus  teaches  his  disciples  qualities  to  flavor  their  world 


By  Nathan  L.  Barber 
Luke  17:1-10 

The  circumstances  which  caused  Jesus  to  in¬ 
struct  his  disciples  concerning  these  important 
matters  is  not  disclosed.  One  can  be  certain, 
—  however,  that  he  was  always 

concerned  for  the  maturing 
of  this  band  of  twelve.  He 
desired  for  them  to 
demonstrate  the  distinctive 
qualities  of  discipleship 
which  would  make  them  like 
salt,  flavoring  their  world 
for  God. 

Concerning  a  negative  in- 
Barber  fluence  on  “the  little 

ones”  . .  .  Jesus  said  that  offenses  or  stumbling 
blocks  are  inevitable  in  the  life  of  every  believer. 
The  “little  ones”  about  whom  he  spoke  includ¬ 
ed  children  but  was  not  confined  to  them.  The 
term  was  probably  intended  to  include  the  weak 
and  immature  believers  who  were  more  suscep¬ 
tible  to  being  led  astray. 

Jesus  cautioned  his  disciples  concerning  the 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

serious  nature  of  becoming  a  stumbling  block 
(derived  from  a  word  meaning  a  trap  trigger). 
It  would  be  better  for  a  person  to  be  dead  than 
that  he  should  cause  one  of  the  little  ones  to 
stumble.  The  influence  of  a  Jesus  person  should 
be  a  help,  not  a  hindrance. 

Concerning  a  disciple’s  attitude  about 
forgiveness  .  . .  Jesus  taught  that  when  a 
brother  sins  and  then  repents,  forgiveness 
should  always  be  extended  to  him.  Tb  rebuke 
a  brother  does  not  mean  that  one  is  to  act  as 
judge  and  jury.  More  correctly  it  carries  the 
idea  of  reproving  a  brother  by  simply  and 
honestly  “exposing”  the  matter  in  question  to 
him  in  order  that  reconciliation  is  allowed  to 
occur.  (Matt.  18:15-17  provides  the  complete 
structure  for  a  desired  reconciliation. ) 

Even  if  that  brother  sins  against  you  seven 
times  a  day;  49  times  a  week;  or  2,555  times 
in  a  year,  if  he  says,  “I  repent,”  then  you  shall 
forgive  him.  The  unthinkable  number  of  viola¬ 
tions  is  intended  to  remind  one  of  the  unlimited 


nature  of  &  disciple’s  forgiveness.  The  disciple's 
willingness  to  forgive  is  only  a  reflection  of 
God’s  willingness  to  forgive  him. 

Concerning  an  increase  of  faith  .  . .  Jesus 
reminds  his  disciples  that  they  have  evidently 
misunderstood  the  power  of  faith.  Their  request 
for  an  “increase”  is  an  indication  that  there  is 
“some”  faith  already.  Jesus  taught  them  that 
their  need  was  not  for  increased  faith  but  for 
activated  faith. 

For  example,  an  activated  faith  in  proportion 
to  a  minute  mustard  seed  would  be  enough  to 
do  something  really  incredible,  something  on 
the  magnitude  of  uprooting  a  tree  on  land  and 
having  it  replanted  in  the  sea!  On  another  oc¬ 
casion  he  c poke  of  moving  a  mountain  from 
here  to  there  with  only  a  mustard  seed  sized 
faith!  The  lesson  is  not  that  disciples  should  be 
trying  to  move  trees  or  mountains,  but  that  ac¬ 
tivated  faith  will  release  God  to  do  even  the  im¬ 
possible  when  there  is  legitimate  reason  or 
need. 

Concerning  a  disciple’s  attitude  about  servqpt- 
hood  .  . .  Jesus  knew  that  the  tendency  of  man 


'We  are  on  trial  in  this  world  with  the  Lord 


By  Robert  M.  Hanvey 
Luke  22:54-71 

Jesus  had  entered  Jerusalem  triumphantly. 
He  had  sat  with  his  disciples  in  fellowship.  He 
had  prayed  that  God’s  will  be  accomplished  in 
spite  of  his  own  desires.  He 
had  been  arrested.  He  is  now 
on  trial. 

In  our  passage  under  con¬ 
sideration  this  week,  Luke 
22:54-71,  we  see  that 
sometimes  people  are  judg¬ 
ed  according  to  their  works 
and  desires,  and  surely  they 
are  judged  by  the  decisions 
Hanvey  they  make  concerning 
Jesus.  We  would  desire  to  have  ourselves 
reassess  our  responses  to  Christ  in  terms  of  who 
he  is,  what  he  has  done,  and  how  he  has  made 
ah  impact  upon  us.  The  further  response  we 
desire  to  make  is  to  our  fellow  man  in  that  we 
share  the  same  Christ  who  was  denied  by 
Simon  Peter,  judged  by  his  false  accusers,  plac¬ 
ed  on  mock  trial  and  ultimately  died  for  just 
being  himself. 

When  we  look  at  the  focal  passage,  we  under- 
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stand  that  Jesus  was  taken  to  the  high  priest’s 
house.  Simon  Peter  followed  him  and  in  the 
mockery  of  this  trial  and  in  the  mockery  of 
Jesus  being  accused  of  blaspheming  God, 
Simon  Peter  denied  the  Lord  Jesus  on  three 
occasions. 

Of  course,  the  Master  had  already  told  Simon 
Peter  this  would  be  the  case  and  at  the  moment 
Simon  Peter  denied  him  for  the  third  time,  there 
was  the  overwhelming  concern  that,  “I’m 
wrong;  I  have  done  what  I  was  told  I  would  da” 
No  doubt  there  was  in  the  heart  of  Simon  Peter 
considerable  guilt,  considerable  feelings  of  con¬ 
cern  and  hurt,  anger,  and  even  agony  because 
he  had  denied  the  Lord.  Certainly,  the  Bible  tells 
us  that  he  wept  bitterly. 

Just  as  surely  as  we  might  even  say  in  our 
lives  that  we  have  denied  him,  the  same  feel¬ 
ings  overcome  us  and  inundate  us  to  the  same 
degree  that  they  did  Simon  Peter,  and  they 
would  cause  us  to  weep.  Nonetheless,  Jesus  was 
very  responsive  to  those  who  accused  him,  and 


even  responsive  to  Simon  Peter.  He  loved  Simon 
Peter. 

We  later  understand  how  he  went  to  Simon 
Peter  encouraging  him  to  feed  his  sheep.  Jesus' 
response  to  the  Jewish  leaders  before  whom  he 
was  on  trial  was  still  that  of  love  and  concern, 
even  though  they  accused  him  of  blasphemy.  - 

As  adults  who  have  identified  with  this  same 
Christ  with  whom  Simon  Peter  identified,  are 
we  solid  enough  and  deep  enough  in  our  com¬ 
mitments  to  study  Simon  Peter’s  denial  and 
then  say  to  ourselves,  “I  do  not  wish  to  do  that 
in  my  life”  If  there  are  those  who  feel  guilty 
because  of  their  failures,  perhaps  they  can  find 
comfort  as  they  study  through  this  passage  of 
Luke  22:54-71.  There  may  be  those  who  are 
tempted  to  follow  the  wrongdoing  of  their  peers. 
It  could  be  that  they  would  be  led  to  see  the 
seriousness  of  the  actions  of  those  who  mock 
Jesus. 

Simon  Peter  becomes  an  example  for  all  of 
us  to  study.  We  look  at  his  association  with 
Jesus  and  find  he  was  very  close  to  Jesus.  We 
look  at  loyalty  and  from  an  early  vantage  point 
find  Simon  Peter  to  be  a  loyal  follower.  We  look 
at  his  witness  and  Find  Simon  Peter  to  be  a 


is  to  be  served  rather  than  to  serve.  Jesus'  life 
was  a  contradiction  to  that  natural  tendency  “to 
be  served,”  “For  even  the  Son  of  Man  did  not 
come  to  be  served,  but  to  serve,  and  to  give  his 
life  a  ransom  for  many”  (Mark  10:45). 

Thus,  as  a  result  of  Jesus'  willingness  to  hum¬ 
ble  himself  by  becoming  obedient  to  the  point 
of  death,  even  death  on  a  cross,  “God  highly  ex¬ 
alted  him  ...”  (Philippians  2:8, 9).  The  lesson 
the  Master  wanted  to  convey  to  his  disciples 
was  that  even  as  the  ordinary  slave  sincerely 
recognized  his  humble  state,  so,  too,  must  the 
servant/disciple.  He  must  then  be  ready  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  what  he  had  done  was  only  that  which 
he  ought  to  have  done. 

When  one  is  willing  to  submit  to  servanthood 
and  knows  in  his  innermost  being  that  he 
deserves  no  more,  then  and  only  then,  the 
Father  is  released  to  exalt  him  to  be  a  son 
(15:17-24).  But  that  is  the  Father’s  business;  the 
disciple’s  business  is  to  be  thankful  for  the 
wonderful  privilege  to  be  just  his  servant  with 
expectations  of  nothing  more. 

Nathan  Barber  is  pastor.  First,  Bay  St.  Louis. 


great  testimony.  We  look  at  Simon's  love  for 
Jesus  and  note  that  he  loved  our  Lord. 

All  of  these  seemingly  point  to  a  strong  man. 
But  in  the  face  of  fear,  in  the  face  of  opposition, 
in  the  face  of  death,  one  might  plummet  from 
the  lofty  heights  of  fellowship  to  the  lowly 
depths  of  denial  —  just  like  Simon  Peter.  Notice 
how  Jesus  ultimately  picks  him  up,  sets  him 
aright,  loves  him  and  sends  him  on  his  way. 
What  a  joy  to  see  Jesus  work  with  Simon  Peter 
who  reminds  us  of  ourselves. 

We  need  to  commit  our  lives  to' Jesus  in  order 
to  ba  led  in'Ule'  righr  paths  of^rfe.  Could  iGbe 
that  we  might  see  ourselves  on  trial  much  as 
were  the  men  who  mocked  the  Lord,  even 
Simon  Peter  and  the  Jewish  leaders?  During 
the  course  of  their  mockery  of  Christ  himself, 
who  was  really  on  trial?  Jesus  or  his  accusers? 

This  is  a  good  time  for  us  to  turn  to  the  ac¬ 
cusers  and  tell  t^em  that  we  love  them  as  Christ 
loved  them.  Turning  to  the  lost  we  teuthem  that 
we  love  them  as  Christ  loved  them.  He  would 
save  even  his  accusers  then  and  he  would  do  so 
now.  We  want  to  be  kind  to  people  because  we 
are  on  trial  in  this  world  with  the  Lord. 

Robert  Hanvey  is  pastor  of  First,  Hazlehurst. 


Jesus’  appearance  in  Galilee:  breakfast  with  disciples 


* 


By  Charles  Wesley 
John  21:3-6,  12-19 

The  last  time  we  saw  Peter,  he  was  grieving 
over  denying  his  Lord.  Peter  boldly  announc¬ 
ed  his  unfailing  loyalty  to  Jesus  (Matt.  26:33; 

John  13:37).  However, 
Peter’s  loyalty  was  short¬ 
lived.  While  in  the  courtyard 
of  the  high  priest’s  home, 
Peter  vehemently  denied 
any  attachment  to  Jesus. 
Would  Peter  recover  from 
denying  Jesus  and  be 
restored  as  a  faithful  disci¬ 
ple?  John  21  records  the 
Wesley  restoration  and  commis¬ 
sioning  of  Peter.  Sooner  or  later  every  Chris¬ 
tian  can  identify  with  the  disloyalty  of  Peter  to 
the  Lord.  When  this  occurs,  encouragement 
and  challenge  can  be  found  from  meditating  on 
John  21. 

John  informs  us  that  Peter  and  six  other 
disciples  of  Jesus  decided  to  go  fishing.  Did 
they  desire  to  return  to  their  old  occupation  per¬ 
manently,  or  did  they  want  to  go  fishing  to 
make  money  to  provide  for  their  needs  during 
this  time  of  waiting? 

’•'bn  does  not  tell  us  of  any  specific  goal  of 
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Peter  and  the  other  disciples.  Regardless  of 
why  they  went  fishing,  time  was  needed  for  the 
disciples  to  thoughtfully  consider  all  of  the 
events  that  occurred  ( the  crucifixion  and  resur¬ 
rection).  Restoration  does  not  come  easily.  One 
must  brood  over  his  unfaithfulness  before  there 
will  be  genuine  repentance. 

The  disciples  fished  throughout  the  night,  but 
they  were  unproductive  in  catching  fish.  At 
dawn  Jesus  appeared  on  the  shore.  However, 
the  disciples  did  not  recognize  Jesus.  Maybe  it 
was  still  too  hazy  for  the  disciples  to  see  clear¬ 
ly  across  the  water.  Jesus  questioned  the 
disciples  concerning  their  catch.  The  question 
expected  a  negative  answer.  “Children,  you  do 
not  have  any  fish,  do  you?”  (v.  5,  NASB)  .  Jesus 
already  knew  they  had  caught  no  fish!  Then 
Jesus  commanded  the  disciples  to  cast  their  net 
on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  boat  in  order  to 
catch  fish.  The  disciples  obeyed  and  caught  153 
fish.  Thus,  we  are  taught  that  there  is  only  a 
short  distance  between  failure  and  success 
when  we  obey  Jesus. 

John  realized  that  it  was  the  Lord  on  the 
shore  and  told  Peter,  “It  is  the  Lord.”  Peter 
could  not  wait  on  the  slow  fishing  boat  to  reach 


shore,  so  he  jumped  in  the  sea  and  swam  to  the 
shore.  Jesus  had  already  started  a  fire  and  was 
cooking  some  fish.  Therefore,  Jesus  invited  the 
disciples  to  bring  some  of  their  fish  to  be  cook¬ 
ed  and  to  eat  breakfast  with  him.  At  this  ap¬ 
pearance  Jesus  again  provides  an  example  of 
caring  for  the  needs  of  others. 

Furthermore,  Jesus  shows  his  desire  to  have 
fellowship  with  his  disciples.  This  must  have 
been  a  tremendous  encouragement  to  Peter  to 
see  that  the  Lord  wanted  to  eat  with  him  after 
he  had  denied  the  Lord.  Likewise,  we  can 
receive  encouragement  from  knowing  that 
Jesus  desires  to  restore  us  to  fellowship  after 
those  times  we  have  been  unfaithful. 

After  breakfast  Jesus  focuses  his  attention 
upon  Peter.  Jesus  raises  the  issue  of  Peter’s 
love  for  him.  Peter  is  asked  three  times  if  he 
loves  Jesus.  The  three  questions  must  have 
been  a  strong  reminder  to  Peter  of  his  three 
denials  of  Jesus.  In  the  first  question  Jesus  ask¬ 
ed  Peter  if  he  loved  him  “more  than  these,” 
Jesus  could  have  been  referring  to  the  fishing 
boat  and  net  used  in  his  former  occupation. 
Also,  Jesus  could  have  been  asking  Peter  if  he 
loved  his  friends  more  than  he  loved  Jesus. 

Another  possibility  is  that  Peter  was  asked 
if  his  love  for  Jesus  was  greater  than  the  love 


of  the  other  disciples.  This  latter  possibility  fits 
the  context  better  since  Peter  had  earlier 
declared  he  had  a  greater  commitment  than 
the  other  disciples. 

However,  when  Peter  answered,  he  did  not 
respond  to  Jesus  concerning  “more  than 
these.”  The  question  brought  Peter  to  a  more 
humble  attitude.  In  addition,  in  the  first  two 
questions  Jesus  used  the  word  for  the  highest 
form  of  love.  In  Peter’s  response,  he  used  the 
word  for  love  among  friends. 

Finally,  in  the  third  question  Jesus  employed 
the  same  word  for  love  that  Peter  used.  Could 
Peter  love  Jesus  even  as  a  friend**  Having  to 
ask  Peter  about  a  lower  form  of  love  cut 
through  to  Peter's  heart  and  grieved  Peter 
Peter  was  not  becoming  more  suitable  for 
service. 

Furthermore,  Peter  was  told  to  show  his  love 
through  humble  service  of  tending  to  needs  of 
Jesus'  sheep.  Being  entrusted  with  a  mission 
shows  that  Jesus  forgave  Peter  and  looked 
upon  him  as  a  trusted  disciple.  Jesus  then  pro¬ 
phesied  that  later  Peter’s  death  would  bring 
glory  to  God.  Then  Jesus  commanded  Peter  to 
follow  him. 

Charles  Wesley  is  pastor.  Morrison  Chapel. 
Cleveland. 
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Mexicans  go 
to  Honduras 


making  music 

HEERENVEEN,  Netherlands  - 
Music  has  become  a  key  avenue  of  in¬ 
volving  youth  in  the  Moscow  Baptist 
Church,  reports  Anatoly  Sokolov, 
director  of  the  press  service  of  the  All- 
Union  Council  of  Evangelical  willworl 
Christians-Baptists  in  the  Soviet  tists  ar 
Union.  The  church’s  youth  choir  now  sionarie 
numbers  80  members.  There’s  also  a  starting 
30-member  youth  orchestra.  Rehear-  _  _ 

sals  include  Bible  study,  times  of  Bud* 
sharing  and  prayer,  Sokolov  says, 
adding  that  such  activities  encourage  clCCC 
the  youth  to  practice  person-to-person 
evangelism.  SING^ 

,  accepted 

Missionary  makes  savior  a 

-  «» - - - —  - —  r-  —  *v  vv.»uvu  ovuiv  ivm  uviuiviuouiiig.  mini  uk  uuc  uure  ill,  IT190i£)7inp  OAVOT*  heaven  < 

plains  how  Richard  Farley  and  Bill  problems.  I  went  past  the  parked  laborers  who  were  also  going  to  Uri  CUVCI  old  son,  \ 

Burkhalter  also  took  part  in  this  task,  trucks  first  with  our  little  vehicle.  All  Char  boarded  our  boats  so  we  could 
In  May,  1985,  a  cyclone  in  the  drivers  had  been  briefed  to  keep  load  only  half  of  our  sheep. 

Bangladesh  caused  the  death  of  at  close  to  me  with  their  trucks.  Though  Next  tide  would  be  during  the  night 
least  25,000  people.  Most  animals  in  we  had  written  government  orders,  we  so  we  had  to  wait  for  high  tide  the  next 
the  storm  area  were  killed,  so  the  still  had  some  difficult  times  as  other  morning.  BUI  chose  to  cross  with  the 
government  of  Bangladesh  asked  the  trucks  would  try  to  block  our  entrance  first  lot^nd  I  remained  with  the 
Baptist  Missions,  through  its  Develop-  to  the  ferries.  others  hoping  to  protect  them  from 

ment  Service  Center,  to  provide  Most  of  the  time  we  left  Dhaka  just  thieves.  Only  a  few  were  stolen,  so  the 
animals  —  ducks  and  sheep.  The  before  midnight  and  that  left  us  at  the  next  day  I  crossed  with  them  and  then 
ducks  were  distributed  before  May  of  ferry  crossings  at  one  or  two  in  the  BUI  and  I  returned  to  the  mainland 
last  year.  The  story  here  describes  the  morning.  But  we  prevailed  with  side.  That  was  now  two  nights  with 
distribution  of  the  sheep.  nothing  less  than  God’s  help.  We  were  very  little  sleep  and  the  trip  back  to 

Mr.  McKinley  says  that  he  has  not  on  mission  of  mercy  and  were  deter-  Dhaka  ahead  of  me.  All  of  this  had 
been  at  his  best  for  about  eight  mined  to  do  the  job  right.  A  long  delay  taken  place  in  an  area  where  electrici- 
months  probably  because  of  stress,  he  could  mean  that  the  sheep  would  be  ty  is  unheard  of.  Every  sheep  had  to 

explains,  which  has  caused  some  travelling  in  the  hot  sun  and  being  be  lifted  into  the  boats  and  dropped 

blackouts  and  chest  pains.  He  has  now  closely  crowded  together  in  the  down  into  the  hold.  The  boats 
unloaded  some  responsibilities.  The  trucks,  their  body  heat  would  make  powered  by  sails.  I  told  Bill,  “We  must 
reader  of  the  sheep  story  can  readily  the  situation  impossible.  Even  in  the  look  like  Vikings  ’’ 
see  how  much  stress  he  has  borne  —  best  situation  we  expected  to  lose  5  The  last  trip,  however,  was  probably 
to  help  the  people  of  his  chosen  coun-  percent  in  route.  the  most  difficult.  I  had  travelled  all 

try,  Bangladesh.  Usually  we  would  reach  Feni  at  night  with  nine  trucks.  We  had  plann- 

The  sheep  distribution  was  one  real  about  four  in  the  morning.  Often  Bill  ed  to  drive  all  the„  way  to  a  place 
problem  and  probably  was  one  of  the  Burkhalter  travelled  on  with  us.  The  *  "  *  * . 

factors  in  my  present  health  situation,  idea  was  to  reach  the  coastal  area  just  special  ferry.  But  it  had  rained.  We  testant)  Churches  in  East  Germany, 

Richard  Farley  bought  the  sheep  and  at  the  break  of  day.  Then  by  the  time  drove  from  about  an  hour  on  a  brick  according  to  a  report  to  the  European 
kept  them  at  our  Development  Ser-  we  would  arrive  at  the  delivery  point,  road  but  then  the  trucks  mired  up  Baptist  Press  Service.  Previously, 
vice  Center  until  they  had  been  well  peoplgAvould  be  stirring  for  the  day’s  since  it  had  rained  the  previous  after-  unfermented  juice  from  wine  grapes 
fed  and  checked  for  disease.  This  work.  Then,  too,  the  sheep  would  have  noon.  We  were  ten  miles  from  our  had  not  been  available  commercial- 
hampered  the  work  of  our  DSC  but  it  travelled  only  when  it  was  cool  at  ferry  which  would  take  the  sheep  to  ty  in  East  Germany.  A  large  number 
was  a  mission  of  mercy  which,  under  night.  Hatia  Island.  — -  of  churches  concerned  about 

God,  we  had  to  do  since  he  had  equip-  Many  nights  my  head  ducked  low  There  was  only  one  thing  to  alcoholism  have  decided  to  offer  non- 
ped  us  for  work  such  as  this.  enough  for  the  steering  wheel  to  do  . .  .  unload  and  walk  the  sheep.  We  alcoholic  grape  juice  in  addition  to 

Richard  loaded  the  sheep  along  awaken  me  but  with  eight  trips  we  had  travelled  all  night  and  had  wine  during  their  communion 
with  the  DSC  staff  and  delivered  them  never  had  an  accident.  It  usually  took  riothing  to  eat  but  fruit  and  bread  But  services, 
to  flur  mission  office  which  is  also  our  most  of  the  day  to  unload  and  get  back  we  were  determined  to  do  our  job  We  Fins;  mav  nrrlnin 

residence.  On  two  occasions  Richard  to  the  Burkhalters  where  a  good  meal,  unloaded  the  sheep  and  started  out  11141 J  U1  Gictlll 

travelled  with  us  to  the  delivery  loca-  prepared  by  Joyce  Burkhalter,  got  me  walking  them.  It  was  suggested  that  HELSINKI  Finland  ( EP)  —  The 
tion  near  the  coast  of  Bangladesh,  ready  to  make  the  early  night  trip  I  try  to  drive  my  little  vehicle  which  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
However,  on  most  of  the  trips,  this  was  back  to  Dhaka  could  be  pushed  through  mud  holes  so  Finland  may  ^Sining  women 

my  responsibility.  But  I  was  always  Richard  was  with  me  on  one  trip  that  I  could  haul  the  weaker  sheep  as  pastors  in  19«8  if  a  constftutional 
assisted  by  good  Bangladeshi  helpers,  and  without  him  we  would  have  had  from  time  to  time.  This  we  did  and  for  amendment  ... 


Bangladesh 


Missionary  delivers  sheep 
in  mission  of  mercy 


niiT/tmT/  a  T  ,  <jvh  uau  Lo-v-uint  a  v>iu 

FUKUOKA,  Japan  -  “The  d  h  d  reauested  a 
Economist,”  an  influential  national  funeral  Baptis, 

magazine  m  Japan,  featured  Southern  Charles  Carroll  of  ^  * 
Baptist  missionary  Charles  Whaley  preached  the  funeral  m 
on  the  cover  of  its  January  1987  issue.  later  won  her  to  Christ 
The  64-year-old  veteran  missionary 

from  Georgia  is  chancellor  of  Seinan  Sing3I)Or63nS 
Gakuin,  a  school  begun  in  Fukuoka  by  ®  . 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries.  It  has  Organize  nCW 
become  one  of  Japan’s  top  univer-  i  i 

sities,  and  the  cover  story  in  “The  CtlUFCll 
Economist”  explored  the  Christian 

heritage  of  the  school  and  the  in-  SINGAPORE  —  Thirty- 
fluence  of  its  many  graduates  on  members  officially  organi 
Japanese  society.  Acts  Baptist  Church  earl 

pi  |  The  church  began  nearly 

were  V, liurches  to  get  ago  with  14  people,  includii 

ffranp  inirp  Baptist  missionaries  cl 

O1  JUlCe  Sharon  Carroll  from  F 

DrD,  „  Texas.  The  small  group  lal 

BERLIN  East  Germany  -  months  before  thifirst  b; 
Government  officials  have  promised  faithfuI  visitation  and  enc( 

to  market  grape  juice  to  churches  in  f  rundown  RanH«.t 
where  the  sheep  could  walk  into  a  the  Federation  of  Evangelical  (Pro-  h  JJ  helped  the  coSgrei 

s  testant  >  Churches  in  East  Germany,  2F5 


Austrian  Baptists 
launch  home  effort 

VIENNA,  Austria 


New  law  in  Pakistan:  Don’t  slander  prophet 

ISLAMABAD,  Pakistan  (EP)  —  (Mohammed),”  according  to  Oper 
The  National  Assembly  of  Pakistan  Doors  News  Service,  The  law  also  re 
has  adopted  a  bill  which  provides  < 

“death  or  life  imprisonment  for  the  case  involving  the  law  be  a  Muslim 
derogation  of  the  Holy  Prophet  The  law  is  a  move  toward  enforce 


The  Austrian 
Baptist  Union  has  created  a  home 
in  mission  department  and  selected  a 
..  .  ...  .  Pakistan,  and  indicates  growing  sup-  full-time  leader.  The  12  churches  in 

quiresthat  the  presiding  judge (in  any  port  for  enforcement  of  the  Shariat  the  union  plan  to  finance  the  work 

(Muslim)  law.  without  heln  from  BaDtists  in  other 


